OUR HOME FIELD 
ADVANTAGE. 


Bh Home Calting Area 


¢ Roa 


ion 


Whether you're home or away, Cellular One* makes calling easy. y no roaming charges for using 
your phone in our 16-State Home Calling Area, the largest playing field in the league. And that's not the 
only way we extend your options. The first minute of all incoming calls is free, and we have PCS calling 
plans to fit every lifestyle. (As well as 24-hour customer service and delivery to your home or office.) 
We'll help you save money, so you can spend it on other things...like gas for away games. 


For more information, call 1-800-333-4847 or visit any of our 40 statewide locations. 


CELLULARONE 


Clear Across America’ 


Lincoln + Gateway Mall — 466-0700 + Grand Central Court ~ 620 N. 48th St., Ste 200 — 466-1400 or 1-800-422-6865 
Beatrice + 1200 N. Sixth St. — 223-4560 Nebraska City +719 Central Ave. — 873-4590 


This map approximates aystem boundaries and the cellular service areas available. Some restrictions may apply. 


Gifts 
Party Supplies Leather 
Aviator Jacket 


There’s nothing like the feel and smell of genuine 
Housewares leather. This Husker jacket by Gear is crafted of soft, supple, top 
grain leather hides with a quilted poly fil lining. Full front zipper with inside 
Memorabilia wind flap, two front seam pockets, and inside valuable pocket. Adjustable 
at cufis and leather encased elastic waist. Classic look, built to endur 
wo A #41201 Husker Leather Jacket . . $269.99 5 
ps0 “ S-M-L-XL-XXL. (ADD $15.00 for XXL). 


Auto Accessories 


“Scoring Explosion” /(*~ z 
Autographed Football. AZZ 


At last, the Red Zone has reunited the 

great players of the 1983 Husker offense known 
as “The Scoring Explosion.” This football proudly displays the authentic auto- 
graphs of Irving Fryar, Turner Gill, & Heisman Trophy winner Mike Rozier! In 
1983, this trio shattered NCAA records by scoring an unprecedented 89 touch- 
downs and 624 points. Comes with a letter of authenticity. (Limited Quantity) 
#42207 “Scoring Explosion” Autographed Football . . $89.99 


Husker Color Husker 
Contrasting Sweater Super Fan 
& ‘ eas ‘ ie Sweatshirt & 

Show off your Husker spirit with this comfy 
100% tight knit cotton sweater. Heavyweight construction Long Sleeve 
with banded cuffs and waist T-Shirt 

M-L-XL-XXL. (ADD $3.00 for XXL) f 

#41001 Husker Color Contrasting Sweater . . $79.99 Lets be lon sod clear 
#41002 Alumni Color Contrasting Sweater . . $79.99 hoon vondomseninecierselg: rs 
see it whether you're coming or going. Huskers 
i, on the front, Huskers on the back and print down 
Huskerfest Collectors Stein Takase TOS, 
This handsome ceramic stein is made in Germany with old world #41104 Super Fan Sweatshirt .. $29.99 
detail and craftsmanship. Nostalgic Nebraska Football design with bell Me (L-XXXL. (ADD $3.00 for XXL & XXXL) 
shaped pewter lid. An exquisite treasure for your Husker collection. #41105 Super Fan Long Sleeve T-Shirt . . $21.99 
This Stein is a continuation of an on going unique collection M-XXL. (ADD $2.00 for XXL) 


© offered exclusively by the Red Zone. 
#42705 Huskerfest Collectors Stein . . $39.99 


F For Our 
Visit our store Call Toll Free 
located in the between 9am - 9pm Mon. - Sat. & 12pm - 6pm Sunday 
Oak View Mall ORDER 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK by FAX 402-333-1420 


or on the internet 


3001 So. 144th St. 


Te i wwwgohuskers.com 
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NEXT ISSUE On Tue Cover 


The review of the Kansas State game/preview of Colorado will be Keyuo Craver (3) and Mike Brown (21) react to 


Nov. 15. Craver’s hit on Matt Bumgardner. Photo by Scott Bruhn 


Not Much Of A Start, 
But What A Finish 


Defense sets tone for impressive victory 
over defending Big 12 champions 


MANY FANS had to be 
thinking, “Here we go 
again,” when Bobby 
Newcombe dropped 
the pitch on Nebraska's 
first play from scrim- 
mage, and Texas A&M 
recovered. 

The strange beginning 
continued, when the 
Huskers drove 76 yards on their next 
possession, which ended with Josh 
Brown hitting the left upright on a 21- 
yard field goal attempt. 

Three plays later, Mike Brown’s pass 
interception gave Nebraska a golden 
opportunity at the 
Aggie 20, but the 
Huskers returned the 
favor seconds later, 
when Willie Miller 
fumbled at the A&M 8. 

So many missed 
opportunities would 
normally spell dis 
ter, but the Nebraska 
defense was not about 
to let that happen, and 
the A&M offense was 
“horrible,” according 
to Coach R.C. Slocum. 

“We were very 
inept,” he said. “We 
couldn’t run the ball. 
When we tried to pass 
the ball, basically we couldn't protect 
long enough to get the ball off.” 

That led to eight Husker sacks and 
four interceptions. And the lost 
yardage pushed A&M’s net rushing 
total down to 2 yards. This was the 
Aggie offense that had two players 
rush for more than 100 yards a year 
earlier in their 28-21 upset in College 
Station. 

The way Nebraska’s defense was 
playing, the 6-0 halftime lead looked 
fairly safe. But the offense roared to life 
in the second half, scoring on five of its 
six possessions, as punter Dan 
Hadenfeldt took the half off. It would 
have been six-of-six, but Dan 
Alexander fumbled into the end zone 
for a touchback at the end of a 19-yard 
run late in the third period. 


TEXAS A&M PREVIEW 


That was the bugaboo in an other- 
wise quality offensive performance — 
three fumbles lost. Through nine 
games, the Huskers have fumbled 29 
times and lost 15. 

The good signs from the offense 
were a pair of 10-yard rushing efforts, 
from quarterback Eric Crouch, whose 
62-yard burst in the fourth quarter 
pushed his total to 137, and Alexander, 
who gained 108 of his 135 yards after 
intermission. 

The four touchdowns were scored 
by four different backs — Crouch, 
Alexander, Correll Buckhalter and 
Dahrran Diedrick. 

A statistic that had to 
please Coach Frank Solich 
was penalties. The 
Huskers, who had aver- 
aged almost seven per 
game, were whistled for 
just one penalty for 10 
yards. 

The defensive effort, 
which included a pair of 
blocked field goals by 
rush end Kyle Vanden 
Bosch, resulted in A&M 
being shut out for the first 
time in 142 games., dating 
back to a 27-0 loss to 
Louisiana State in 1988 in 
Baton Rouge. 

That certainly made 
the trip less than enjoyable for the 
Aggies and Slocum, who is in his 11th 
season as head coach at A&M. But he 
did appreciate the setting. 

“I am very impressed with the 
Nebraska fans,” Slocum said. “This is 
one of the classiest places I have been 
in all my years of coaching. That's the 
way college football should be.” 

We couldn't agree more. 
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NU 
Heavy Metal Preparation 


Youngest Vedral 
follows brothers’ 
lead as Husker, 
in music taste 


antera. Machine 
Head. Slipknot. 
Mark Vedral, a 


sophomore weakside line- 
backer and special teams 
player, gets in the right 
frame of mind to play foot- 
ball by listening to the 
heavy metal music of those 
groups. 

“Some people say it 
makes them get really 
wound up, but with me, it 
doesn’t,” he said. “When 
the game starts, I’m ready 
to play. That music just 
kind of helps me relax and 
stay focused.” 

Vedral takes after his 
brother Jon, who lettered 
for the Cornhuskers as a 
wingback and special teams 
player in 1994, 1995 and 
1996. Jon enjoyed heavy 
metal music, too. 

A year ago, in fact, 
Mark, Jon and oldest broth- 
er Mike, a Nebraska letter- 
man as a tight end in 1990, 
1991 and 1992, attended a 
Pantera concert in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

Jon and Mike both work 
as personal trainers there. 

The concert was “pretty 
wild and crazy,” Mark said. 

The brothers remain 
close, even though they are 
several hundred miles 
apart. That closeness con- 
tributed to Mark’s becom- 
ing a Cornhusker, although 
he knew enough about the 
program by the time he was 
a high school senior in 
Gregory, 5.D., to make that 
decision on his own. 

He attended several 
games at Memorial 
Stadium while his brothers 
played. 


Sophomore weakside linebacker Mark Vedral takes part in a 


passing drill before a recent game. 


get it for him. 

“It’s something I think 
we're obligated to do.” 
Mark didn’t feel obligated 
to become a Cornhusker 
simply because his brothers 
had been. But his decision 
to accept a scholarship was 
based on things they told 
him. 

“TL understood from both 
of them being here what it 
was like,” he said. 
“Obviously, they knew 
what it took and it was a 
great opportunity for me to 
see the Husker atmosphere. 

“They told me it was a 
great program. They liked 
it. And I trust my brothers. 
I love them very much. 
And when they say some- 
thing like that, I'm going to 
listen and believe what they 
say.” 

The trust among the 
brothers might not neces- 
sarily apply to heavy metal 
music, however. 

“1 think Jon still listens 
to heavy metal, but I think 


“Being that little and 
coming to a Nebraska foot- 
ball game, it’s just some- 
thing you don’t forget,” he 
said. “I mean, just that 
many people and all the red 
and white, it’s a great expe- 
rience.” 

So was coming to a Red- 


White spring game to watch 
Mike and “getting some of 
the football players’ auto- 
graphs and stuff like that 
afterward. When you're lit- 
tle, that’s something you 
really enjoy. So I always try 
to make an effort, if a little 
kid wants an autograph, to 


he’s getting a little older 
now, so he might be settling 
down a little bit.,” Mark 
said. “I tried to introduce 
him to some of the newer 
stuff I listen to. But he 
thinks the stuff I listen to is 
way heavier than the stuff 
he used to listen to.” 


Through his first seven games as a 
rookie with the Pittsburgh Steelers, former 
Cornhusker Kris Brown had tied an NFL 
record by being successful on his first 11 
field goal attempts. 

The record was shared by Rich Karlis 
(1982) and David Treadwell (1989). 

Brown, a seventh-round draft pick, also 
was the NEL rookie scoring leader with 46 
points and had twice been named as the 
AFC special teams player of the week. 

“I think that’s tremendous,” said 
Nebraska Coach Frank Solich. “That’s one 
thing that I think as a coach, a coaching 
staff, we felt tremendously comfortable 
and confident whenever Kris Brown was 


Ex-Husker’s NFL Start Perfect 


called upon. Your chances of having that 
thing go through the uprights were very, 
very good. 

“And that has just carried on with him 
in the pros. We are really delighted to see 
him having great success and hope it con- 
tinues. We hope he breaks a lot of 
records.” 

Brown, Nebraska's career-scoring 
leader with 388 points, holds the NCAA 
record for extra-point kicks, making 217- 
of-222 during four seasons. He also 
holds school records for field goals in a 
season (18-of-27 in 1997), consecutive 
field goals (17) and consecutive extra 
points (125). 


Dan Alexander 


CRASH COURSE 

Dan Alexander continues 
to improve as a fullback in 
addition to his I-back duties. 

“It's a little bit difficult,” 
he said recently. “The last 
time | played fullback really 
was my freshman year. It's a 
lot easier now that | have a 
better grasp of the offense 
and blocking, knowing where 
the I-back is going to go. So 
that's helped me a lot. | think 
I've been picking it up fairly 
well. 

“But there’s still a little 
ways to go. Hopefully, I’m 
wanting to learn it good 
enough so that if it’s called 
upon that I'm out there, | can 
help out the offense.” 

Alexander also continues 
to learn the finer points of 
playing I-back by watching 
teammate Correll Buckhalter. 
“| take pointers from him 
because he’s actually had 
more game experience than | 
have,” Buckhalter said. “He's 
a great running back, and he 
just runs with great high 
knees. 

“| look a lot of times to 
Correll and to the other 
backs, Coach Solich and 
Coach (Dave) Gillespie, to tell 
me what to do and help me 
refine my techniques and 
stuff. So far it's working. 

“Hopefully, I'm getting 
better every game.” 


What’s Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


SANDERFORD GETS COMMITMENTS 

Nebraska women's basketball coach Paul Sanderford was expecting at least three high 
school players to sign letters of intent with the Huskers during the early-signing period 
beginning Nov. 9. 

Alexa Johnson, a 6-foot-1 power forward from Hacienda Heights, Calif., brought the total 
to three making an oral commitment the previous week, joining guard KC Cowgill from 
Central Catholic High Schoo! in Grand Island, Neb., and center Katie Morse from Tri-Center 
High in Neola, lowa. 

Johnson also considered Arizona, Michigan and Providence, according to the Omaha 
World-Herald. 


NEBRASKA WOMEN PICKED TO FINISH THIRD 

Sanderford’s Huskers were picked to finish third in the Big 
12 in the conference coaches’ annual preseason poll, behind 
lowa State and Kansas. Nebraska was followed, in order, by 
Texas, Texas Tech, Oklahoma, Kansas State, Colorado, 
Missouri, Oklahoma State, Baylor and Texas A&M. 

lowa State received 10 of 11 first-place votes. 

Coaches were not allowed to vote for their own teams or 
players. 

Nebraska senior Nicole Kubik was included on the all-con- 
ference team, along with Stacy Frese of lowa State, Lynn 
Pride of Kansas, Edwina Brown of Texas and Phylesha 
Whaley of Oklahoma. 

Frese was selected as the player of the year. 


Nicole Kubik 


POLL LISTS HUSKER MEN SEVENTH 

The Cornhusker men were picked seventh in the conference, with Kansas favored to win 
a third consecutive Big 12 regular-season title. Texas was picked second, followed by 
Oklahoma State, Oklahoma, Missouri, lowa State, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas Tech, Kansas 
State, Texas A&M and Baylor. 

Texas center Chris Mihm, a junior, was the choice as conference player of the year. In 
addition to Mihm, the all-conference first team included Marcus Fizer of lowa State, Eric 
Chenowith of Kansas, Desmond Mason of Oklahoma State and Eduardo Najera of 
Oklahoma. 


FIVE EX-HUSKERS MAKE NBA ROSTERS 

Five former Cornhuskers were on opening-day NBA rosters: Eric Piatkowski, sixth sea- 
son, Los Angeles Clippers; Erick Strickland, fourth season, Dallas Mavericks; Tony Farmer, 
third season, Golden State Warriors; Tyron Lue, second season, Los Angeles Lakers; and 
Mikki Moore, Detroit Pistons. 

Moore was included on the Pistons’ injured reserve list. He also began last season with 
the Pistons, but finished in the Continental Basketball League, where he made the all-star 
team. 

Venson Hamilton, last season's Big 12 player of the year and a second-round draft pick 
of the Houston Rockets, is recovering from a knee injury and plans to play overseas. 

Nebraska’s total was the second-highest among Big 12 schools. Kansas had eight. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— Cornhusker football free safety Clint Finley's younger brother Joe Jon is a 6-foot-4 
quarterback for the freshman team at Arlington, Texas, High School, where their father 
Mickey is head coach. 

Clint is following Joe Jon's progress. Even though he can’t attend Joe Jon's games, 
“they send me (video)tapes and | get to watch him,” Clint said. “He's really progressing. 

“He's getting better and better. I think he's going to be a big-time player.” 

— Former Cornhusker defensive tackle Jason Peter, in his second season with the NFL's 
Carolina Panthers, was expected to be sidelined for a month after undergoing surgery to 
relieve numbness in his left arm and hand. The problem surfaced in mid-October, during a 
victory against the San Francisco 49ers. i 
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OU AMEOR MAE 
“Woody’ Had 
A Way With Words 


Former NU president was integral part 
of Nebraska football experience 


THE LATE D.B. “WOODY” VARNER’S 
“primary mission in life was to be a 
football coach,” Tom Osborne said dur- 
ing a memorial service for Varner in 
early November. 

Osborne’s remark drew smiles in 
the midst of sorrow. 

Varner, the president of the 
University of Nebraska from 1970 to 
1977, was a football fan, and as such, he 
was quick to claim he had, on occasion, 
provided Osborne with imaginative and always suc- 
cessful offensive strategies. 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


cern,” Varner said, pausing for emphasis. 

Those who knew him, always anticipated a perfect- 
ly timed punch line. 

Rozier “gave Kansas State two points,” said Varner. 

He was referring to Rozier’s mistake of fielding the 
opening kickoff against the Wildcats and taking the 
ball out of the end zone, only to step back into it for a 
safety. 

Rozier laughed along with everyone else in the sell- 
out crowd of 3,200. 

Varner had a way with words, and a charisma that 
enabled him to raise more than $100 million in private 

donations during 10 years as 


“He had total recall of any- 
thing he suggested that worked 
and total amnesia for the plans he 
suggested that didn’t work,” 
Osborne said. 

Varner couched his claims in a 
gentle wit, which elicited laughter 
even among those whose passion 
might have clouded their judg- 
ment regarding the importance of 
football in the scheme of things. 

He was skilled in hyperbole. 
“Some have suggested that Tom 
Osborne is a little sensitive to 
external criticism, and I’ve tried to 
keep him calm on that count,” 
Varner once said. 

“I've told him again and again: 
‘Tom, the people across this state 
love you so much and respect you 
so much that even if you lose a 
game every two or three years, 
they’re still going to be behind 


you. D.B. “Woody” Varner was president at 
The occasion of those remarks Nebraska during the first national champi- 
was the Double Hundred ship seasons in 1970 and 1971. 


Celebration at the Devaney Sports 

Center in December of 1983, honoring Osborne and his 
predecessor Bob Devaney for being the first major col- 
lege football coaches to record 100 victories in consec- 
utive careers at the same school. 

The featured speaker that night was comedian Bob 
Hope. But his humor was matched by Varner’s. 

Cornhusker I-back Mike Rozier, the Heisman 
Trophy winner that season, was “the great humanitar- 
ian” on Osborne’s “Scoring Explosion” team, Varner 
told the audience. 

“At a time when Tom Osborne, brutal and hard- 
nosed as he was, kept running up the score on every 
team — he would pass even in the first half or run a 
reverse in the third quarter — it was finally Mike 
Rozier who expressed on behalf of the team his con- 


chairman of the University of 
Nebraska Foundation. 

Varner, who was born in 
Cottonwood, Texas, was a 
“Renaissance man,” Osborne told 
an estimated 600 to 650 people at 
the memorial service at Lincoln’s 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. 

A graduate of Texas A&M, 
Varner was a professor of agricul- 
ture at Michigan State when 
Devaney was an assistant football 
coach there under Duffy 
Daugherty. 

And he was president at 
Nebraska during the first national 
championship seasons in 1970 
and 1971 as well as during the 
transition from Devaney to 
Osborne, one Hall of Fame coach 
to another. 

He wasn’t a coach, except in 
his imagination, but he and wife 
Paula were integral parts of the 
Nebraska football experience for 
many who covered the teams in 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

He was a significant figure during that time, much 
the same as Devaney and Osborne, though on the 
periphery, like broadcasters such as Lyell Bremser and 
sports writers such as Wally Provost. 

And with his passing of Parkinson's disease at age 
82, that era fades further, to be preserved only in the 
memory of those who were blessed to know him, if 
only slightly. & 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or P.O, Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Visit To Cemetery 
Brings Back Memories 


Berringer would like 
this year’s Husker team 


GOODLAND, Kan. — The cold wind blew 
briskly, but with the unseasonably warm 
temperatures in Kansas this time of year, 
the weather certainly wasn’t unbearable on 
the morning of Halloween, 1999. 

Just off Interstate 70, through Main 
Street to its end north of town lay the 
Goodland cemetery, in a quiet little town in 
a quiet part of America, just 20 miles from 
the Colorado border in western Kansas. 

Coming back from the Kansas-Nebraska game, I decided 
to stop in and visit the grave of Brook Berringer. 

The young man who embodied so much of Midwest 
America in his heart and soul is buried here. Scattered 
around his headstone are a pair of small Nebraska footballs, 
a Nebraska “Husker” emblem and various notes, 
some in sealed baggies so the weather won’t take 
its toll. The notes are addressed to Brook. Right 
next to Brook is his father — another premature 
death, at age 40 in Warren Berringer’s case — 
who died when Brook was just 8. 

It’s odd, because it seems so normal to leave a 
note for Brook. Of course, the notes will go 
unopened, but it makes us feel better because we 
really do expect the day to come when we see 
Brook’s smile again, hear his laugh, see his long 
stride... 

But he’s gone. It was just three and one-half 
years ago that Berringer was waiting to be select- 
ed in the NFL draft, in all likelihood by the 
Denver Broncos. He came to Scottsbluff, where I was, at the 
time, the sports editor of the newspaper there. 

That was Saturday, and Brook and I talked about a lot of 
things, including my son, Garrett, who was 2-years-old at 
the time. Brook was born in Scottsbluff, too, so there was 
that common link. Of course, Brook left that night, and four 
days later, he died when the small plane he was flying 
crashed in eastern Nebraska. I guess his death hit me so 
hard because of two things: He had been in Scottsbluff so 
recently, and he represented everything I want my son to 
represent when he grows up. 

Inever did put Brook's death behind me. I guess I'm not 
as mature in my Christian walk as his coaches were because 
it just seems so wrong that such a shining star should be 
plucked from our universe at such a young age. 

Earlier this year, I spent time in Goodland visiting with 
Jan Beringer, Brook’s mom. 

“Everyone says it will get easier as time passes by,” she 
said, looking heaven-ward not for answers but to keep the 
tears in, “but it doesn’t. It’s as hard today as it was the day 
(of the crash).” She told me about a young woman in 
Colorado who has the license plate “MissU18” in Brook’s 
memory, and how much those little gestures and cards and 
letters mean to her. 

Anyway, when I stopped on the last day of October to 


Bob 
SCHALLER 


10 NOVEMBER 13, 1999 


Brook Berringer 
died in a plane crash 
April 18, 1996. 


visit Brook, I went by Jan’s home. She wasn’t there, but 
maybe that was for the better, because I am of little comfort 
since I’m no closer to coming to terms with this than she is. 

But as I sat at the cemetery in my favorite sweatshirt — 
the one with red letters spelling Nebraska across the front 
and the “N” and “Huskers” on the front of it, at the bottom 
—I chatted with Brook. 

“You know Brook, you'd really like the Huskers this 
year. They have a quarterback who you would just love, Eric 
Crouch, this gutty young kid with the heart of a warrior and 
the kind of courage that comes along rarely . . .You’d like the 
guy who is wearing your number, No. 18, Jeff Hemje — he’s 
an overachiever from Grand Island, and he’s a really good 
person .. . I wrote Tommie Frazier’s book — and although 
he is still brash, impersonal and at times aloof, he seemed so 
very genuine and heartfelt when he told me how 
much respect he had for you, and that he’s so 
glad you two were able to talk after you got back 
from the NFL Combine . . . Sat next to Tom Shatel 
of the World-Herald last night at the game, and 
he’s going to get down here and see you as soon 
as he can... My son turned 6 Friday, and you'd 
really get a kick out of him...” 

T rambled on and on and on until I felt like 
Brook was really up to date on everything going 
on in the program. Then I wrote a note on the 
depth chart from the KU/NU game and left it 
with the other mementos. As I stood to go to my 
car, for some reason I felt like I could do more. 

The wind was blowing colder, and — as 
senseless or morose as it seemed — I worried about Brook. 
So I took off my Nebraska sweatshirt, and lay it over where 
the ground had been broken three years ago to lay Brook to 
rest. [nestled the arms around the headstone, so hopefully it 
won't blow away. 

T realized a lot of things at that moment. First, that some- 
way, somehow, I have to find a way to put this all in per- 
spective. Secondly, I realized that I felt colder because I was 
no longer wearing a shirt, and also because the tears stream- 
ing down my face were being slapped at by the cold wind. 
And I realized that I should go home and give my son hugs 
and kisses before I took him trick-or-treating because we 
never know when someone we love so much will be taken 
away from us so suddenly. 

Thad a football-sized lump in my throat, my heart had 
broken again, and I made a promise to myself that I’d get 
back here and see Brook again next year. | put my car in 
gear, and squinted through the tears to see the headstone 
“Brook Warren Berringer, 1973-1996” a final time. And I 
said: 

“MissU18.” i 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. 
He has also written several books, including “Touchdown Tommie” 
and “Roar of Silence: The Kenny Walker Story.” 

Bob can be reached at schallerrc@aol.com. 


End Of Season 
A True Test 


Kansas State, Colorado 
provide big hurdles 


YA’ ALL STILL ENJOYING football sea- 
son out your ways, right? 

Sorry about that slip of tongue Husker 
fans. It seems like I’ve been surrounded by 
those fun-lovin’ Texans two out of the last 
three weekends. And you'd have to go a 
ways to find anywhere else where they 
like to talk more about their football. 

But to answer the question — hey, if 
you can’t get goose bumps in excitement 
over Nebraska’s schedule the rest of the way out, you 
might consider going in for a physical. Come to think of it, 
you might want to schedule a quick checkup anyway 
because chances are good your ticker’s going to be tested 
the next three or four weeks. 

With Kansas State and Colorado, and pos- 
sibly a trip to San Antonio for the Big 12 
championship before a bowl game, the 
Huskers don’t have a sure bet left this season. 

Therein lies the beauty of the current state 
of Big 12 Conference football. 

Nebraska could win all of its remaining 
games. It could lose all of them. And maybe 
we ought not to count on either happening. 

For starters, Kansas State has shown steady 
improvement and probably couldn't be any 
more prepared to play in Memorial Stadium. 

The Wildcats have overcome two 21-point 
deficits on the road (against Iowa State and 
Oklahoma State). 

They have a dominating defense that going 
into last week’s game against Colorado had 
allowed just one second-half touchdown all 
year. 

Their offensive line, revamped from a year 
ago, has come together (allowing just 12 sacks 
in the first eight games) and allowed first-year 
starter Jonathan Beasley to develop with 
another speedy group of receivers. 

Return specialist and running back David Allen is 
healthy again, and when he and Frank Murhpy were both 
out, K-State discovered a new weapon in 290-pound run- 
ning back Joe Hall. 

Still think there's no way Nebraska will lose playing at 
home? Well, listen to what former NU assistant, now 
Baylor head coach Kevin Steele has to say about the 
Wildcats’ defense. 

“T would liken it to some of the defenses when we were 
at Nebraska, and also some we saw playing Florida State 
and Miami. They are very, very good,” Steele said. “When 
you turn on the film and see guys getting to the football in 
hitting position . . . and I’m not talking about just chasing 
the ball and piling on the pile, I’m talking about five, six 
and seven guys hitting people at one time.” 

Let’s say Nebraska figures out a way to solve that, 
Colorado still remains as a major hurdle. Yeah, the 


Curt 
McKEEVER 


The Kansas State offen- 
sive line has given first- 
year starter Jonathan 
Beasley time to develop 
at quarterback. 


Huskers have had CU’s number the last seven years, but 
remember, the Buffs had the ball at the end of the last three 
games with a chance to win. 

And they've yet to lose at Folsom Field this season. 

“This team wants to win, and it wants to be shown how 
to win, and it has felt like to me in the last two weeks 
they've said, ‘OK, show us,’ ” said Colorado Coach Gary 
Barnett before his team faced Kansas State on the heels of 
big wins against Iowa State and Oklahoma. “They’ve done 
what we've asked them to do, and as a result, they have 
also played well, fortunately. I think from that standpoint, 
we're all operating close together now.” 

So what does Nebraska have going in its favor? 

For starters, big-play talent on offense, defense and spe- 
cial teams. And the coaching staff is doing all 
it can to try and get the ball in the hands of 
those players. 

The Huskers might not be as dominant at 
fullback and I-back as we've gotten accus- 
tomed to seeing, but part of that is because of 
Eric Crouch’s talent as a runner and thrower. 
Coach Frank Solich will look for Crouch, 
wingback Bobby Newcombe, split end Matt 
Davison and tight end Tracey Wistrom to 
make their share of big plays down the 
stretch. 

“We're going to have to execute the 
offense. We're going to have to put the pres- 
sure of the big games aside, go in focused and 
concentrate,” Newcombe said. “Like Mike 
Brown said, great players make great plays.” 

For the most part, the defense has done 
that all season. The biggest factor with this 
unit the rest of the way might be its health. 
Rush ends Chris Kelsay, Aaron Wills and Kyle 
Vanden Bosch, and linebacker Carlos Polk all 
were banged up going into the Texas A&M 
game. Tackle Jeremy Slechta continues to try 
and come back from a partially torn ACL. 

“As you get to this point in the season, I think every- 
body has guys that are banged up and with some bruises,” 
Solich said. “How much the top-line guys are able to play 
and how well they’re able to play certainly determines 
whether your team is up to playing the kind of game that it 
needs to play in order to win.” 

Is Nebraska playing at the level it’s going to need to be 
at to have success from here on out? We'll see. 

But that’s what makes this team fun. Besides, even if we 
knew the answer to that question, it still wouldn’t guaran- 
tee wins. So in the meantime, take two aspirin, sit back and 
enjoy the rest of the season. ll 


Curt McKeever is 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. In addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams. 
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is teammates respect him. 

Opposing backs fear him. 

Kansas State’s coaches 

praise him as a shining 
example. 

Senior weakside linebacker 
Mark Simoneau is truly the heart 
and soul of Kansas State’s 
nationally ranked defense. 

For two consecutive weeks 
early in the year, Simoneau was 
named Big 12 Defensive Player of the 
Week honors (after the Texas and 
Kansas games). 

First-year defensive coordinator 
Phil Bennett couldn’t be more pleased 


Tentative D Deeps 
(Mesrasxa Orrense 


SE 3 © MawDavison*® 61180 dr, 
9 Wilson Thom 65 210 Fr. 
LT 69 Adam Juich® 65 320 Sr. 
66 ihorford* 63-295 So, 
LG 63 James Shorman*** 64 295 Sr, 
7 64 330 Fr. 
c 54 62 295 So. 
51 Matt Baldwin’ 62 285 Sr, 
RG 55 RussHochstwint* 63 280 Jr, 
G4 Stove Alstadt 65 275 So. 
RT 58 Dave Volk" 65 295 So, 
76 65 290 So, 
Te 85 63 280 Sr, 
and 87 Tracey Wistrom 65-220 So, 
QB 7 Eric Crouch* 61 195 So. 
14 Jeff Porino* 62 210 Sr. 
FB 15 Willie Millers* 61-240 dr. 
35 Tyrone Uhlir 60 230 Fr, 
18 38 DanAlexander** 6-0 245 Jr, 
86 Correll Buckhalter*™ 6-0 225 Jr. 
WE 82 Sean Applegato™* 6.9 185 Sr. 
and 12 Bobby Newcombe**6.0 195 Jr. 
PK 26 Josh Brown 62 188 «Fr 


Nesrasxa WES 


LR 81 Aaron Willes** 
57 Chris Kelsay. 
NT 96 Steve Warrent** 
70 Jason Lohr* 
Loran Kalsert* 
Matt MeGinn 
Kyle Vanden Bosch* 
Damoine A‘ 
Tony Ortiz" 
Brian Shaw: 


Jamie Burrow* 
Eric Johnsont=* 
Julius Jackson"** 
Keytio Craver* 


Clint Finley’ 
Dion Booker’ 
Mike Brown" 
Joe Walker 
Ralph Brown 
Jeff Homie: 

Dan Hacienfeldt* 


er Leads 
K-State Defense 


Senior Simoneau like coach on field 
for nationally ranked Wildcat unit 


By Jim Misunas, Purple Pride 


with his star linebacker’s play. 

“Mark was the coach on the field 
today,” Bennett said. “He’s so smart, 
We have all kinds of checks and he 
used a lot of them today.” 

He's earned first team All Big-12 
honors the past two seasons, and is 
nominated for the Butkus, Nagurski 
and Lombardi national defensive 
awards. 

“To play the game right, you've got 
to love to play football, and I do,” 
Simoneau said. “I love game days. 
There’s nothing else like it. There’s no 
better feeling than making a big play 
and hearing our crowd roar. I tell 
myself I’m fortunate to have the abili- 
ty and opportunity to play college 
football, I’m not going to hold any- 
thing back.” 

Bennett said Simoneau has the per- 
fect tools to play linebacker, 

“To me, he epitomizes the line- 
backer position,” Bennett said. “He's 
got speed, quickness and strength, and 
is a student of the game. He's always 
looking for ways to get better. He 
loves the game of football, and he’s a 
guy who wants to learn. He's got a 
great sense of urgency, which the 
great ones do.” 

Simoneau’s foundation begins and 
ends with a tireless work ethic. When 
he’s not studying film, Simoneau is 
working to improve himself physical- 
ly. 

“T’'ve always believed when you 
work hard, good things happen,” 


Kansas State 
(9-0) 


Nov. 13, 1999 ¢ 2:30 p.m. * ABC © 
* Memorial Stadium « 


Simoneau said. “Every day, I 


Record 8-1 force myself to get better. 
@ lowa W, 42-7 Sisaelea oie 
Calieornty Wass Whether ‘it running or doing an 
SoMioasinpnWigodm) extra drill, getting better is the 
KOMsSOur WON) whole concept of how Kansas 
PEEP Eeeda! State football was built, Coach 
@ Toxas ay208) (Bill) Snyder always talks about 
Cae thet. It’s amazing how it’s 
REE) worked out for me.” 
@ Colorado Middle linebacker Ben Leber 


said Simoneau 
standard. 

“Mark sets a tremendous example 
with his work ethic on and off the 
field,” Leber said, “Mark is Mr. 
Intensity all the time. He plays consi 


Tentative Deeps 
Kansas Stare Deevse 


Monty Boisol** 
Chris Johnson 
Cliff Holloman 
Nilijah MoCoy 
Mario Fatafohi 
DeVane Robinson’ 
Darran Howard*** 
Molyin Williams 
Travis Litton’ 


ablishes a high 


Turelie Williamst* 
Mark Simoneau* 


Terence Newman 
Lamar Chapman*=* 
Jon McGraw? 
Jarrod Cooper™* 
Milton Proctor* 
Dyshod Cartor** 
DeRon Tyler 

‘Travis Brown 


WR 22 Aaron Locket” 5-7 160 So, 
89 Martez Wesley" 5-11 180 Jr. 
LT 77 D.Mcintosh*** 64 316 Sr. 
or 74 M.Stephenson** 62 285 Jr. 
LG 68 lan Moses~* 63 280 Sh. 
78 Steve Washington 6-3. 285 dr. 
© $8 Randall Cummins*6-3 290 So, 
59 Dan Divilbiss 61 280 So, 
RG 70 JohnRobertson 64 291 So, 
64 Andy Eby 63 280 © So. 
RT 65 Thomas Barat” 65 290 So. 
72 Chris Bailes 66 = 280 Fr. 
TE 85 ShadMeier™ 6-4 250 Jr. 
81 NickWarren* 67 «255 So. 
QB 18 J. Beasley** 61 2158 dr 
19 AdamHelm= 63 215 Sr, 
RB 30 Joo Hall 62 280 Jr. 
32 DavidAllen*™ 59 200 Jr. 
FB 37 LorenzoLazotich 6-1 240 dr, 
or 31 RyanPayne* 6.0 230. 
WA 5  QuincyMorgan 6-2 215 Jr, 
80 George Williams 6-0 185 dr. 
PK 15 JamieRheem** 62 190 Jr. 


Brian 
Editor 
Nebraska 24, K-State 20 
Nebraska could have won last 
year in Manhattan. That memory, a 
year's experience and playing at 
home give the Huskers the edge in 
this battle of great defenses. 


Mike Babcock 
Contributing Editor 
Nebraska 21, K-State 17 

The Wildcats still haven't proven 
they can win in Lincoln. Plus, 
they've had some injury problems at 
tailback. The defensive units are 
well-matched, but Nebraska has an 
edge on offense. Kansas State has 
an edge on special teams if kick 
returner David Allen is back and 
healthy. 


Bob Schaller 
Contributing Writer 
Nebraska 21, K-State 19 

My head says go with K-State, 
because the Texas game showed 
that Nebraska is vulnerable in big 
games until this 1 1/2-year problem 
with the offense is worked out. But 
my heart says go with the Huskers, 
because the senior leadership on 
this team isn't about to do anything 
less than extract complete revenge 
for what happened in the Little 
Apple last year. If the offense does- 
n't turn the ball over more than 
twice, the Huskers could win by 14 
or more. If not, then not even 
Charlie McBride's incredible defense 
will be able to keep the Huskers in 
the BCS top 8 — or the Big 12 
Championship Game. 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island Independent 
Sports Editor 

Nebraska 28, K-State 14 

The Wildcats have been the 
comeback kids this season, but 
there's no doubt coach Bill Snyder 
wants to avoid getting behind early 
against Nebraska in front of a 
revenge-hungry Memorial Stadium 
crowd. Opposing quarterbacks usu- 
ally don't fare well in their first visit 
to Lincoln, not even Michael Bishop. 
A great KSU defense will keep it 
from getting ugly. 


Senior linebacker Mark Simoneau is the 
leader of Kansas State's nationally 
ranked defense. 


tent ata high level.” 

Simoneau said he can’t afford to let 
his intensity wane. 

“You see upsets every week in col- 
lege football,” Simoneau said. “The 
difference between teams every week 
isn’t talent. Every college team has 
great players. The biggest difference 
between teams is their preparation. 

“You've got to believe every team 
is capable of beating you, and you've 
got to prepare yourself to play your 
best football every time out. There’s no 
other way to do it.” 

Simoneau said K-State’s defense 
must continue to improve to be a 
championship unit. 

“{ truly believe we’ve got a long 
ways to go to be as good as we can 
be,” he said. “We can get better. We 
need to get better. Our defense hasn’t 
scratched the surface of where we 
need to be at the end of the season.” 

Bennett has put Simoneau in posi- 
tion to make big plays by giving him 
freedom to roam. Simoneau leads the 
Wildcats in tackles, sacks and shares 
the lead with Darren Howard in tack- 
les for losses. 

Simoneau turned the Texas game 
with a 37-yard interception return for 
a touchdown. 

Being totally healthy has been a big 
key to his success, according to 
Simomeau. 

“Last year, I had some problems 
with injuries,” he said. “I wasn’t total- 


ly healthy. This year, I've been healthi- 
er. I have made more plays, and I've 
made more big plays. I’ve played 
steadier.” 

Snyder said Simoneau’s big-play 
production compares favorably with 
former Wildcat linebackers Brooks 
Barta, Percell Gaskins and Jeff Kelly, 
who currently plays with the Atlanta 
Falcons. 

“When it’s all on the line, Mark 
makes special plays,” Snyder said. “If 
there’s a time when you want them to 
step up and make a play, it’s in critical 
situations when the game is on the 
line. That’s what you’d want from all 
11 guys on the field. Because Mark 
grades out so high, that’s part of his 
consistency.” 

The 6-foot, 240-pound senior from 
Smith Center is the second three-time 
team captain along with Barta in K- 
State history. 

Simoneau is on pace to become the 
school’s No. 3 all-time tackler behind 
Gary Spani (1974-77) and Barta (1989- 
92). 

He'll likely be second all-time in 
tackles for losses behind Reggie 
Singletary (1980-83). His statistics 
might've been glossier, but he’s also 
been part of some of the finest defen- 
sive units in Kansas State history. 

“I line up two yards away from 
Mark, so no one has a better look,” 
Leber said. “When you're playing next 
to him, you can’t believe the reads and 
plays he makes. I believe he’s the best 
linebacker in the country.” 

Leber won’t get much of an argu- 
ment from anyone in the Big 12. 


NARROW ESCAPE 


Kansas State's third straight victory 
over Colorado was not secured until 
CU quarterback Mike Moschetti threw 
an incompletion on fourth-and-6 with 
1:36 remaining at Manhattan, Kan. 

K-State led 20-0, before the 
Buffaloes cut the margin to 20-14 ona 
pair of long touchdown passes from 
Moschetti to Jevon Green in the fourth 
quarter. 


NEBRASKAN ON STAFF 

Greg Peterson, a Stromsburg, Neb., 
native and football and basketball 
standout at Nebraska Wesleyan is 
KSU’s passing game coordinator and 
receivers coach. 

Peterson, who was a two-time 
NAIA All-American wide receiver, is 
in his sixth year on the Wildcat staff 
and in his 15th year as a collegiate 
assistant. 
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GAME |: -') 


Getting 
Defensive 


Blackshirts blanket Aggies; offense 
rolls in second half of 37-0 victory 


Story by Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


against Texas A&M, 

Cornhusker rush end Kyle 

Vanden Bosch blocked a 28- 
yard field goal attempt by Terence 
Kitchens. 

The defensive line got a good 
push. And Vanden Bosch was able 
to jump and get both hands on the 
ball. “I thought it swung the 
momentum,” he told reporters 
afterward. 

“As it turned out, it wasn’t as big 
as I thought.” 

Rover Mike Brown disagreed. 

“That was the biggest play of the 
game,” he said. 

Brown’s reasoning made sense. 
The block came after Texas A&M 
had recovered Bobby Newcombe’s 
fumble at the Nebraska 11-yard line 
on the game’s first play from scrim- 
mage. 

So Vanden Bosch did stifle 
A&M's offensive momentum. 

Early in the second quarter, he 
blocked another Kitchens field goal. 

“Tt hit me in the head,” Vanden 
Bosch said with a smile. 

Neither block was an accident, 


ess than two minutes into 
L Nebraska’s 37-0 victory 


however. “He just willed himself to 
block those field goals,” cornerback 
Ralph Brown said. “That’s how 
football is played. 

“If you believe you can do some- 
thing, you can.” 

Cornhusker defensive coordina- 
tor Charlie McBride was more prac- 
tical in explaining the two blocks. 
“The trajectory of the ball was low,” 
he said. “We noticed that on film. 

“He (Kitchens) doesn’t get the 
ball up real quick.” 

Opponents had blocked five of 
his 21 field goal attempts going into 
the game. 

The Vanden Bosch blocks might 
seem like much ado about nothing, 
considering Nebraska rolled up 430 
yards of offense and produced its 
second shutout of the season 
against an A&M team that went 
into the game ranked No. 18 or No. 
21, depending on which poll you 
consulted. 


But they characterized 
Nebraska’s preparation and 
resolve. 


For example, “there wasn’t any- 
thing special” about the defensive 
game plan, according to Coach 


Nebraska's Loran Kaiser (91), Steve Warren (96) and Demoine Adams (98) combine 
to bring down Texas A&M fullback Ja’Mar Toombs. Toombs, who rushed for more 
than 100 yards against the Huskers as a freshman, was limited to 46 this time 
around. The Aggies finished with a net rushing total of 2 yards. 
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Texas A&M 
defends. 


Frank Solich. “Tt wasn’t as much the 
design of what we were doing as 
how well our players were doing 
it,” he said. “I think they were well- 
prepared by our defensive staff. 

“You didn’t see a lot of break- 
downs. Guys were at the right spot. 
They were getting where they need- 
ed to get. And they were getting 
there with speed and quickness.” 

As a result, the Blackshirts 
turned in one of the best defensive 
performances anyone could 
remember. 

“I guess right off the top of my 
head, I can’t think of any other 
defensive performance that stood 
that test for four quarters and just 
played dominating football 
throughout,” Solich said. 

“Without question, they con- 
trolled the football game.” 

The shutout was the first against 
Texas A&M in a school-record 142 
games, dating to a 27-0 loss against 


Louisiana State at Baton Rouge, La., 
in 1988. 

The two field goal attempts were 
the closest the Aggies came to scor- 
ing. They finished with a net of 2 
yards rushing and 118 yards total. 
And quarterback Randy McCown 
was sacked eight times. 

He also threw four interceptions, 
including two by Mike Brown, who 
was “unbelievable,” said McBride. 
“He looked like he was a heat-see- 
ing missile, a little bit in his run 
support.” 

Brown also forced two fumbles 
and was involved in nine tackles, 
including a sack. 

“Mike is just a tremendous play- 
er,” Solich said. 

Even though it has been beset by 
injuries, A&M came to Memorial 
Stadium averaging 408 yards and 
just over 30 points per game. So 
shutting out the Aggies was no 
small task. 


For a while, it appeared 
Nebraska would need a shutout in 
order to win. The Cornhuskers 
managed only two Josh Brown field 
goals in the first half, both in the 
final 5:29. 

As was the case in the first half of 
the 24-17 victory against Kansas the 
previous week, Nebraska suffered 
from execution problems and mis- 
takes, losing two fumbles. 

The Cornhuskers had 142 total 
yards (including 61 rushing on 25 
carries) at the intermission, more 
than half coming on their second 
possession, when they drove to the 
A&M 4-yard line, only to have Josh 
Brown miss on a 21-yard field goal 
attempt. The ball hit the left 
upright. 

“In the first half, we really tried 
to spread the ball around a little bit 
and were running out of a lot of 
one-back sets,” said Solich. “The 
second half, we came out and got in 


more traditional sets and really ran 
the ball at them, decided to make 
them stop the run. In the second 
half, they seemed to get wore down 
a little bit from it, and we just kept 
picking up momentum from it.” 

Nebraska averaged more than 9- 
yards-per-carry in the second half 
and finished with 335 rushing 
yards for the game. Quarterback 
Eric Crouch rushed for a career- 
high 137 yards and a touchdown on 
15 carries, while Dan Alexander ran 
for 135 yards and a touchdown. 

The Cornhuskers hadn’t expect- 
ed to be quite so successful running 
the ball against an A&M defense 
that had ranked 10th nationally, 
allowing an average of 89.8 yards 
per game. 

“No one had really run the foot- 
ball on them to the point where you 
felt like you just wanted to line up 
and do it. Last week (against 
Kansas) we tried to do that,” Solich 
said. 

“We came out in a lot of regular 
formations and tried to run the 
football and tried to do some of our 
base stuff, and that didn’t work so 
well. The second half, we did 
things a little differently, and it 
worked. This week, the approach 
was a little different. It wasn’t that 
we were giving up on the running 
game. But they had done a great job 
of stopping teams from running the 
ball with any kind of consistency. 

“So we felt that we could open 
them up a little bit and maybe get 
some throws, get some option runs 
and get some inside plays out of 
the spread sets and see what hap- 
pens.” 

Once the offense got untracked, 
it didn’t let up. 

“We got on a pretty good roll,” 
said Solich. “I think it’s one of those 
deals where sometimes you get a 
few things going your way. The 
other team doesn’t. Things kind of 
steam roll. 

“And before you know it, the 
game's over.” 

Before the game ended, I-backs 
Correll Buckhalter and Dahrran 
Diedrick added touchdowns. 

And the defense never let up. 

“At halftime, the only statement 
I really made, maybe, of any signif- 
icance was, whoever wants this 
game the most is going to win the 
thing,” McBride said. “I probably 
said that because | wanted to keep 
that edge. ‘This thing, it’s going to 
go until the fat lady sings.’ 

“T don’t care if it’s 30-0, we're 
going to keep trucking.” 


Notes And Quotes From The Texas A&M Game 


MIKE BROWN EARNS DEFENSIVE HONOR 

Mike Brown was named the ABC television “Chevrolet Player of the Game.” 
As a result, $1,000 will be donated in his name to the University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln general scholarship fund. 

Coach Frank Solich: “| hope that he’s able to get the recognition and gain the 
honors that a great football player gets because he has been tremendous for us 
in this program and throughout his time here. Certainly this year you just see 
him game after game make great plays. 

‘“His attitude is outstanding, and he’s been a tremendous team leader. 

"So a guy like that deserves to get it all, and I'm kind of pressing for that.” 

Although the totals don’t become official until after films of the game are 
graded, Brown was credited with nine tackles, which would move him into fifth 
on Nebraska's career list with 259. 

He went into the game at No. 8. He would pass Jim Wightman (254), Marc 
Munford (256) and Ed Stewart (257). Steve Damkroger is fourth (269). The top 
three are Jerry Murtaugh (342), Lee Kunz (276) and Clete Pillen (273). Brown has 
at least two more games in which to move up further. 


SLOCUM CALLS A&I OFFENSE ‘HORRIBLE’ 

Texas A&M managed a net of minus-3 yards rushing in the first half. “I have a 
lot of respect for their (the Cornhuskers’) defense,” said Aggies coach R.C. 
Slocum, “At the same time, we should be able to perform better offensively than 
that. We played horrible offense, We were very inept. 

“We couldn’t run the ball. When we tried to pass, basically we couldn’t pro- 
tect long enough to get the ball off.” McCown was intercepted four times and 
sacked eight times. 

“We had a very disappointing day offensively,” Slocum said. 


NOTE AND QUOTES 

— Junior -back Dan Alexander rushed for 185 yards on 20 carries. It was his 
third 100-yard rushing effort of the season. He also rushed for 100 yards against 
lowa State (135) and Texas (136). Crouch was the game's leading rusher with 137 
yards on 15 carries. It was the second time this season, Nebraska has had two 
100-yard rushers in a game. Alexander and Correll Buckhalter did it against lowa 
State. 

Crouch had rushed for 100 yards in a game twice previously, both last sea- 
son. 

He ran for 108 yards in losses against Texas and Kansas State. 

— Matt Davison, who set a school record by catching 10 passes for 167 yards 
in last season's 28-21 loss at Texas A&M, caught only one pass for 6 yards. The 
previous week against Kansas, he caught six passes for 108 yards to become 
only the second player in Cornhusker history to reach 1,000 career receiving 
yards in his junior season. The other player was Johnny Rodgers, the school’s 
all-time leading receiver. 

— Senior defensive tackle Steve Warren was credited with a career-high three 
quarterback sacks. 

— Senior cornerback Ralph Brown broke up three passes to increase his 
school career record to 45. He also intercepted a Randy McCown pass late in the 
third quarter, returning the ball 31 yards to the Texas A&M 2-yard line. On the 
next play, quarterback Eric Crouch scored the touchdown, 

—Redshirted freshman Josh Brown’s three field goals were a career high. 

— McCown was 11-of-30 passing for 116 yards. “This was an excellent defen- 
sive performance,” said Nebraska defensive backs coach George Darlington. 
“They've got scary-fast receivers.” 

— The shutout was Nebraska's first against a ranked opponent since the 1994 
Kickoff Classic, in which the Cornhuskers defeated West Virginia 31-0. The 
Mountaineers were ranked No. 24. 

— Sophomore Dion Booker got his first start at free safety. “Booker really 
played a good game today,” defensive coordinator Charlie McBride said. “He 
looked like he did a nice job.” 

— Nebraska used 73 players. But even when the reserves were in, Texas A&M 
couldn't score. 

“We got those last guys into the game, some of those underclassmen and 
some of those younger kids,” said McBride. “| did mention that if they (the 
Aggies) scored to keep on going, hit the doors at the end of the stadium. Maybe 
that was a little encouragement, but it was kind of negative.” 

— Nebraska apparently came away from the game without serious new 
injuries, Those listed on the injury report included: Alexander (shoulder AC 
sprain), rush end Kyle Vanden Bosch (twisted ankle), wingback Bobby 
Newcombe (hip-pointer) and offensive guard Toniu Fonoti (twisted ankle). 
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Score By Quarters 


Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
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Small-town product 
Shaw excels on field, 
in classroom 


By Mike Babcock 


rian Shaw was a redshirted 

freshman, in Miami with the 

Nebraska football team, 
preparing to play Virginia Tech in 
the 1996 Orange Bowl game. He 
was leaving Mass on Christmas 
Day when Coach Tom Osborne 
took him aside and told him he 
would be put on scholarship the 
next semester. 

“Merry Christmas,” Osborne 
said. 

“T said thank you and ran out of 
there,” Shaw recalled recently. 

“T called my folks and every- 
body back home because that’s a 
major accomplishment. The season 
was going great already. I was 
backing up Jamel (Williams) and 
playing on all the special teams. 

“But just to get recognized, (to 
know) that my efforts weren’t 
going unnoticed, by getting a schol- 
arship, was the biggest moment in 
my early career here, for sure.” 

Nearly three years have passed 
since then, with the increasing 
speed that comes with age. 

When Shaw makes the tunnel 
walk on Saturday afternoon, prior 
to the Kansas State game, he and 26 
other Cornhusker seniors will be 
doing so for the last time. 

“It’s amazing how fast it goes 
here,” said Shaw. 

Time has gone so quickly for 
him that “this is the first time I’ve 
really gotten to sit back and think 
about it,” he said after a practice 
early in the week before the Texas 
A&M game. 

“Tt kind of hits in the heart a lit- 
tle bit because it’s meant a lot to 
me. As seniors, you've devoted 
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The Senior Class 


*Sean Applegate, WB, Lincoln, Neb. 
Matt Baldwin, C, Arvada, Colo. 
*Damien Bauman, TE, Auburndale, Fla. 
Mike Brown, ROV, Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Ralph Brown, CB, Hacienda Heights, Calif. 
*Ben Buettenback, MLB, Hastings, Neb. 
T.J. DeBates, TE, Stewartville, Minn. 
*Dan Hadenfeldt, P, Des Moines, lowa 
*Aaron Haviovic, C, Osceola, Neb. 

Larry Henderson, SE, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Julius Jackson, WLB, Gainesville, Texas 
Eric Johnson, WLB, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Adam Julch, OT, Omaha, Neb. 

*Ben Kingston, FB, Omaha, Neb. 
*Gregg List, ROV, Valentine, Neb. 
Frankie London, WB, Lake Charles, La. 
*Greg McGraw, FS, Millville, N.J. 
*Chris Moran, CB, Frederick, Md. 

Tony Ortiz, SLB, New York, N.Y. 

Jeff Perino, QB, Durango, Colo. 

“Steve Raymond, SLB, Gering, Neb. 
*Eric Ryan, RE, Overton, Neb. 

*Jason Schwab, OT, Eagan, Minn. 
“Brian Shaw, SLB, Deweese, Neb. 
James Sherman, 0G, LaVerne, Calif. 
Steve Warren, NT, Springfield, Mo. 
Aaron Wills, RE, Omaha, Neb. 

*Walked on 


tons and tons of time here. School 
and football have been our lives for 
five years.” 

With the end at-hand, “I wonder 
what I’m going to do with myself.” 

Actually, Shaw has a long-range 
goal. Eventually he'd like to return 
to the farm. 

He grew up on a farm near tiny 
Deweese, Neb., (population: 78), 
and that’s where his heart is. Before 
he returns, however, he'll do some 
graduate work and probably join 
the work force, which shouldn’t be 
a problem given his 4.0 cumulative 
grade-point average in an animal 
science major. 

In case it didn’t register, go back 
and re-read the previous sentence. 
Shaw has a 4.0 cumulative grade- 
point average. That means he’s 


Brian Shaw has been in the middle of 
the action the last three seasons, alter- 
nating with Tony Ortiz at strongside 
linebacker. 


been perfect in the classroom, a 
straight-A student. 

“When I came here, I didn’t real- 
ly have a goal to go out and get a 
4.0,” he said. “I just wanted to be a 
good student. I didn’t know how 
classes were going to go. I was just 
doing my best. I expected to do 
well on tests and grades. Then two 


or three years down the road I real- 


s. 


ize I've still got A’ 


“And then it’s something you 


want to work for. You don’t want 


to lose it.” 

If Shaw earns straight A’s in his 
final semester, and there’s no rea- 
son to think that he won’t, he 
would become the first Cornhusker 
football player to maintain a 4.0 
grade-point average through five 
years since Rob Zatechka, an offen- 
sive lineman and letterman from 
1991 through 1994, 

Shaw’s experience has been 
slightly different than Zatechka’s, if 
for no other reason than he arrived 
without a scholarship. He had no 
scholarship offers from NCAA 


Division I schools, and if he hadn’t 
walked on at Nebraska, he probably 
would have gone to Hastings 
College. 

He was an outstanding multi- 
sport athlete at Sandy Creek High 
School, and “what you saw was, he 
was very athletic,” said Cornhusker 
linebackers coach Craig Bohl. “He 
didn’t have the opportunity of com- 
peting against large-classification 
schools. But he had a tremendous 
competitive spirit. 

“So he was able to pick up the 
pace and mix in fairly fast.” 

Shaw backed up Williams at 


strongside linebacker in 1996, then 
began alternating with Tony Ortiz 
on the 1997 national championship 
team. The two have been alternat- 
ing ever since. 

“Those two guys have developed 
into great friends, and they have 
pushed one another, helped one 
another,” Bohl said. “We've gotten 
the best out of both those guys the 
last couple of years. 

“It’s been a very positive situa- 
tion for us.” 

It also has been a unique situa- 
tion because “it takes two guys who 
really have an unselfish attitude, 
who want to put the team first, as 
opposed to individual goals,” said 
Bohl. 

This year’s seniors can be charac- 
terized by their willingness to sacri- 
fice individual goals for those of the 
team, according to Shaw. “Our 
ideas and goals have become the 
same,” he said. 

“We're working for the good of 
the team, but we've become friends 
more than anything. We've always 
been friends. But I think this year 
we've become really, really tight.” 

Shaw is among 13 seniors who 
walked on, and all but a couple 
arrived together in 1995. 

Cornerback Chris Moran and 
tight end Damien Bauman both 
were transfers, Moran from a junior 
college where he didn’t play foot- 
ball and Bauman from Central 
Florida. 

The walkons bonded through 
shared hardship, including playing 
on the scout team, an experience 
Shaw recalls none too fondly but 
with the good humor of looking 
back. 

He remembers being a 190- 
pound redshirt freshman, lining up 
against 300-pound offensive line- 
men such as Chris Dishman and 
Aaron Taylor, who “were kicking 
my rear every play,” he said. 

“You wonder if you’re ever 
going to get anywhere, if you're 
going to play at this level. But I 
think going through those hard 
times and getting beat down makes 
everyone stronger.” 

Many of those who walked on in 
1995 have left the program for one 
reason or another, including weak- 
side linebacker Josh Kohl, Shaw’s 
roommate their freshman year. 

Kohl earned three letters but was 
forced to give up because of a back 
problem that was so severe “he’d 
go home and couldn’t sleep at 
night,” said Shaw. “He made it all 
the way through last year, and he 
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kept playing last spring. I don’t 
know how because he was hurting 
all the time. 

“1 wish Josh was still here. It was 
just kind of sad to see him not be 
able to make it, It would have been 
fun for him to still be here and walk 
through the tunnel that last day 
together.” 

Offensive tackle Jason Schwab, 
another of the walkons in Shaw’s 
class, will make the tunnel walk 
despite missing the season because 
of a knee injury suffered early in fall 
camp. 

“1 think when it comes down to 
it, I've got as much respect for those 
who walked on and are still here, 
who have put in their time for five 
years and are still paying their way 
to play,” Shaw said. 

“They‘re here because they want 
to be, more than anything else. 

“Tt would be hard to be here 
without them. So it’s great that they 
stay. They’re good friends. Every 
time we see someone quit or leave, 
there’s a vacancy.” 

Many of these things will go 
through Shaw’s mind when he 
makes the tunnel walk before the 
Kansas State game. But there will be 


Brian Shaw is one of 13 seniors who 
walked on. 


little time to reflect. That will wait 
until after the season, 

He doesn’t have to reflect on 
some things, however, in order to 
understand their significance. 

“It was great to play under 
Coach Osborne. And it was neat to 
be in the experience of changing 
head coaches. But I wouldn't trade 


“It kind of hits in 
the heart a little 


bit because it’s 
meant a lot to me. 
As seniors, you've 
devoted tons and 
tons of time here. 
School and foot- 
ball have been 
our lives for five 


years.” 
— Brian Shaw 


playing for Coach Osborne for any- 
thing,” Shaw said. 

“Everything he did was about 
integrity and having good charac- 
tenn 

Those are values “I hope to 
stand for some day.” 

The evidence would indicate he 
already does. @ 
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“What Are We Doing Here?’ 


Walkon from eight-man 
school sticks with it, gets 
playing time as senior 

self last season and the season 


E before. 


Nearly every day at football prac- 
tice, he and teammate Steve Raymond 
would turn to each other during a 
break and ask: “What are we doing 
here? We're crazy.” 

Even in his third and fourth sea- 
sons, Ryan found himself playing on 
the scout team. It was discouraging, 
and he considered quitting, “about 
every day,” he said. 

Well, that’s an exaggeration. It 
wasn’t that often. 

“But it's always in the back of your 
mind,” he said. “I felt like I’d put in so 
much time, and it seemed like it was 
still an uphill battle. A lot of guys 
quit.” Not him, however. 

Raymond, who also played on the 
scout team, was among those who 
helped him keep thoughis of quitting 
in the back of his mind. “We just kind 
of made a pact,” Ryan said. 

“I've got a lot of respect for Steve 
sticking it out. You get a sense of 
camaraderie.” 

Ryan walked on in 1995, after play- 
ing eight-man football at Overton, 
Neb., High School. 

Initially, he planned to try out for 
the team in the spring. But after anoth- 
er potential walkon suffered a serious 
injury during the summer, Ryan was 
asked if he wanted to report in the fall. 
Assistant coach Dan Young didn’t 
have to ask twice. 

“When I started my college career, I 
was floating on air,” said Ryan. 

Despite his small school back- 
ground, he thought he had a chance. 

In addition to the Eight-Man All- 
Star Game, he had played in the Shrine 
Bowl game with several other 
walkons, so “that first year, | knew a 
lot of guys in the same shoes I was,” 
he said, 

Ryan began as a middle linebacker, 
but about two weeks into practice, he 
switched to rush end. “They needed 
rush ends on the scout team, and I saw 
that as an opportunity,” he said. 

It was an opportunity, but only on 
the scout team. Nebraska has been 
blessed with outstanding rush ends 
during Ryan’s five seasons, among 
them All-Americans Jared Tomich and 


ric Ryan often questioned him- 


Grant Wistrom, as well as Mike 
Rucker, Chad Kelsay and current 
starters Kyle Vanden Bosch and Aaron 
Wills. 

Tomich, Wistrom, Rucker and 
Kelsay all are playing in the NFL. 

“There have definitely been some 
superstars at that position,” Ryan said. 

Nevertheless, he was undaunted. 
Prior to this season, 
he had played only 
briefly at the end of 
nine lopsided victo- 
ties at Memorial 
Stadium. His first 
appearance, as a 
redshirted fresh- 
man, was in the 
closing seconds of a 
55-14 victory 
against Michigan 
State in the 1996 season-opener. 

He made a tackle on his first play, 
and “I was on like ‘Cloud Nine,’ “ he 
said. 

The next two seasons were just 
cloudy for him. 

However, “I'm glad I stuck with it,” 
said Ryan, who has made every road 
trip and played in every game as a 


Erie Ryan 


member of the No. 1 punt team, and a 
backup on kickoff returns. 

He’s been able to live a dream, 
which began as a youngster and grew 
with occasional trips to Lincoln to 
watch the Cornhuskers — his grand- 
parents were season-ticket holders. 

Like most walkons, Ryan had schol- 
arship offers from small colleges. One 
coach, whom he declined to name, told 
him he would be making a serious 
mistake if he walked on at Nebraska. 

“He told me: ‘You won’t like it. 
You'll go down there and play on the 
scout team for four or five years,’ ” 
Ryan said with a laugh. “Now I think 
he’s a prophet when I look back.” 

Time flies when you're having fun, 
which is why “this season is going so 
fast,” he said. 

Many seniors will admit that, 
because of the time and energy com- 
mitments required to compete at the 
major college level, five years are plen- 
ty, and that they are ready to move on. 

But Ryan was ready to admit that 
after four years. 

“The first four years were a good 
plenty,” he said. “They seemed like 
20." 
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Walker Back on Track 


NU junior never doubted 
he could return to role of 
frequent playmaker 


By Steven M. Sipple 
oe Walker knew it was only a 
J matter of time before 
Nebraska’s return men would 

bust loose. 

“Bobby’s a great return man, and so 
am I,” said Walker, referring to punt- 
return counterpart Bobby Newcombe. 

Newcombe made the biggest splash 
in the Cornhuskers’ 24-17 victory 
against Kansas on Oct. 30 in Lawrence, 
Kan. The 6-foot, 195-pound junior 
returned two punts for 115 yards, 
including a momentum-turning, 86- 
yard touchdown burst late in the third 
quarter. 

Newcombe’s breakthrough perfor- 
mance overshadowed Walker’s best 
day of returns this year. Walker 
returned six punts for 84 yards, an 
average of 14 yards per chance. He 
was averaging 6.6 yards per return 
entering the night. 

Walker's longest return against the 
Jayhawks went for 28 yards. On his 
next opportunity, late in the third 
quarter, he ripped off a 21-yarder that 
gave Nebraska good field position at 
its 47-yard line. The Huskers took 
advantage with a seven-play, 53-yard 
TD drive that gave them a 17-9 lead. 

Until the Kansas game, Nebraska 
had been relatively quiet in the kick- 
off- and punt-return departments, 
ranking 55th and 52nd nationally. The 
Huskers hadn’t generated a touch- 
down via returns until Newcombe’s 
electrifying run. But the heretofore 
ordinary numbers weren't the result of 
a lack of confidence, at least not on 
Walker's part. 

“Against any team, we have the 
ability to break one,” declared Walker, 
a 5-10, 195-pound junior from 
Arlington, Texas, who missed the first 
two games this season recovering from 
a torn anterior cruciate ligament in his 
left knee. 

He suffered the injury in practice 
last December and underwent recon- 
structive surgery in January. He need- 
ed additional surgery in May to repair 
bone decay in the injured knee. 

Though he returned to action in 
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4 
Joe Walker (right) is congratulated by rush end Kyle Vanden Bosch. 


Nebraska's third game this season, 
against Southern Mississippi, it wasn’t 
until the Huskers’ Oct. 9 win against 
Iowa State that Walker made a signifi- 
cant impact. 

In the game at nickel back on the 
Cyclones’ first series, Walker bolted 
around the left side of the ISU line on 
a blitz and hammered quarterback 
Sage Rosenfels. The ball popped loose, 
and Walker recovered it himself. 
Nebraska responded by marching 62 
yards in seven plays to open the scor- 
ing. 

Then, in the fourth quarter, Walker 
hammered Iowa State backup quarter- 
back Derrick Walker, causing a fumble 
that Husker rush end Demoine Adams 
scooped up and carried 37 yards to 
close the scoring. 

The game was particularly satisfy- 
ing for Walker because he sensed that 
some people wondered whether he 
could rebound from his injury and 


return to the role of frequent playmak- 
er. Walker, though, never doubted 
himself. 

“I knew I would be back,” he said. 
“I knew what type of work ethic I 
have. I knew what type of hunger I 
had inside. It was just a matter of 
time.” 

Walker has said he feels he could 
also contribute as a receiver, and he 
worked out at the position for a couple 
weeks during preseason camp. He 
says the coaches haven’t ruled out 
such a move, though NU secondary 
coach George Darlington said any 
thoughts of it are currently tabled until 
next season. 

“T feel like I'm an offensive player,” 
Walker said. “I’ve been playing 
offense all my life. It’s just something 
that’s hard to get rid of. It’s just a nat- 
ural instinct I have, and I think it 
would be a positive thing for me and 
the team.” i 
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In the game of life, you are not always on the 
winning side; your home team is not always 
picked to win. 


Yet, you can increase the odds in your favor 
by teaming up with Security Mutual Life. 


Winning the game takes dedication, hard work 
and commitment. 


Since 1895, Security Mutual Life has been 
incorporating these qualities into their 
game-plan by providing innovative life insur- 
ance and other financial plans. 


The Security Mutual Life team. 
Dedicated to Your Security Since 1895. 


200 Centennial Mall North+ Lincoin, NE (402) 434-9500 
www.secmut.com 


Misty’s selects only the top 10% of all Prime Choice 
beef to serve its customers... 
which puts us in a class by ourselves 


's has been chosen by Sterling 
er as the only restaurant in 
Nebraska that maintains such high 
standards of beef selection. Our 
quality is backed with a full guarantee 
of satisfaction in every juicy bite. 


* Ask about our gift steak boxes for the holidays or special occasions. 

* 34 year tradition serving Husker fans. 

* Official caterer of Huskers Illustrated, Nebraska women’s volleyball and Nebraska men’s basketball. 
* Recognized in magazines such as Bon Appetite. 


SPW @& e225 Havelock Ave. 
'e 4 ‘ th & Huy 2 


FI or 


Try our Misty’s fine seasonings in B-BQ, gourmet peppercorn, and all purpose. 
Ask your local grocer or call us at 402-466-8424 
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| Huskers Illustrated 

Team of the Decade, 1980-89 

Offense 

TE Jamie Williams (1979-80-81-82) 
SE Todd Brown (1979-80-81-82) 

Line Dave Rimington (1979-80-81-82) 
Line Dean Steinkuhler (1981-82-83) 
Line Mark Traynowicz (1982-83-84) 
Line Randy Schleusener (1978-79-80) 
Line Doug Glaser (1987-88-89) 

OB Turner Gill (1981-82-83) 

IB Mike Rozier (1981-82-83) 

FB Tom Rathman (1983-84-85) 

WB Irving Fryar (1981-82-83) 

Kicker Dale Klein (1984-85-86) 

Defense 

End Broderick Thomas (1985-86-87-88) 
End Derrie Nelson (1978-79-80) 

Line Jim Skow (1983-84-85) 

Line Danny Noonan (1984-85-86) 

Line Neil Smith (1985-85-87) 

LB Marc Munford (1984-85-86) 

LB Steve Damkroger (1979-80-81-82) 
Back Bret Clark (1982-83-84) 

Back Russell Gary (1978-79-80) 

Back Charles Fryar (1986-87-88) ro, 
Baok Bae sey In three years at Nebraska, Mike Rozier rushed 668 times for 4,780 yards 


and 46 touchdowns. 


Punter 


Heisman Winner Rozier 
Led ‘Scoring Explosion’ 


Record-setting 
I-back racks up 
2,148 yards, 
29 touchdowns 


By Mike Babcock 


ike Rozier caught the open- 
ing kickoff about 4 yards 
deep in the end zone. He 


hesitated, then started out, only to 
change his mind and step back, much 
to the surprise of the Kansas State 
defenders running down the field 
toward him and everyone else in KSU 
Stadium. 

The officials signaled safety. Six 
seconds into to the game, Kansas State 
led 2-0. 

“I should never have done that,” 


TEAMS 
OF THE 
DECADE 


Ninth 
in a series 
(1980-89) 


Rozier told reporters afterward. “I 
wasn’t sure about the rule, but I am 
now. That made me really mad since I 
gave them two points.” 

If there were ever a team that could 
afford to spot points to an opponent it 
was the one on which Rozier played in 


1983. The Cornhusker offense was 
nicknamed “The Scoring Explosion.” 
And it put points on the scoreboard 
with more regularity than all but one 
team in school history. 

The 1995 national championship 
team averaged fourth-tenths of a point 
more. 

The Kansas State game was typical 
of the explosiveness in 1983. Five min- 
utes after giving up the two points, 
Rozier ran 4 yards for a touchdown to 
cap a seven-play, 81-yard drive. 

By the end of the first quarter, the 
score was 21-2. And by halftime, 
Nebraska had increased its lead to 38- 
5, Though the Cornhuskers seemed to 
lose their focus in the second half, 
enabling Kansas State to cut the deficit 
to 13 points with 8:57 remaining in the 
game, the final score was still 51-25. 

Kansas State Coach Jim Dickey 
could do little except shake his head 
afterward. “Nebraska is a tremendous 


football team on offense, the 
best I’ve ever seen,” he said. 

“| really feel like we were 
in awe of them at first.” 

Most opposing coaches 
expressed similar sentiments 
that season, about Rozier as 
well as about the Cornhusker 
offense. “Mike Rozier is some 
kind of back,” said Dickey. 

“He about killed a couple 
of our defensive backs.” 


brother Guy, who took it to 
their mother. 

“Don’t drop it, Mom, it 
was hard to get,” Mike said. 

That he would even come 
to Nebraska along with Guy, 
much less win the Heisman 
Trophy, seemed something 
of a longshot when he was 
recruited out of Camden, 
NJ, in 1980. 

Rozier was not at the top 

The 5-foot-11, 210-pound of the Cornhuskers’ list of 
Rozier was a physical run- Dean Steinkuhler (left) won the Outland Trophy and Lombardi tunning backs because of 
ning back, anyway, but the ward in 1983, Dave Rimington won the Outland in 1981 and scholastic difficulties related 


mental mistake on the kickoff the Outland and Lombardi the following year. toa teachers’ strike his senior 
might have provided more year at Woodrow Wilson 
incentive against Kansas State that phy is for you.” High School. 

rainy afternoon. Rozier handed it to his younger Nebraska’s top four were Jeff Smith 


He scored two more touchdowns in 
the first half and finished with 227 
yards rushing on 23 carries. 

It was the first of four consecutive 
200-yard rushing games to finish the 
regular season. He ran for 212 yards 
against Iowa State, 285 yards against 
Kansas and 205 yards against 
Oklahoma, to become only the second 
player NCAA Division IA history to 
rush for 2,000 yards in a season. 

He finished with 2,148 yards, aver- 
aging,a record 7.81 yards per carry. 

Southern California’s Marcus Allen 


had set the NCAA record two years 
earlier, rushing for 2,342 yards. Allen’s ‘ eal ° 160 ROOM HOTEL 


per-carry average was 2 yards below 
°4GREAT 


Rozier’s, however. Rozier also scored 
12 touchdowns in those final four 

games of 1983 to increase his season's z RESTAURANTS 
total to an NCAA-record 29. 


Penn State’s Lydell Mitchell held y ° KI DS QU Esl) 


the previous record, with 26. 
Rozier was announced as 
Nebraska’s second Heisman Trophy 


winner a little over a month after the THE HEARTLAND’S 


Kansas State game, an award that sur- 


prised no one. Teammate Irving Fryar 

had unofficially conferred on him that 

honor after the fourth game of the sea- i 

son against UCLA. S P 0 RT S BA R 


“He's Michael Heisman,” the All- 
CATCH ALL YOUR FAVORITE GAMES ON OUR MEGA TV OR ON OUR 35 TV MONITORS! 


America wingback said. 
Brigham Young quarterback Steve 

Young was a distant second in the 

Heisman Trophy voting. Boston 

College quarterback Doug Flutie was 

third, and Rozier’s teammate Turner AMERISTAR CASINO HOTEL GFou Giawond. 

Gill was fourth. 1S PROUD TO BE # AY? toon 
At the Heisman Trophy presenta- 

tion ceremony in the Grand Ballroom FOUR DIAMOND PROPERTY wy? 

of the New York Hilton Hotel, in front 

of an audience of 1,700 that included 

Vice President George Bush, Rozier 

gave the trophy to his mom, Beatrice. | AMERISTAR 

“L always said I’d give this to my mom aad we 

if I won it,” he said. SASINO = HOTS 


“On behalf of the Downtown Your BEST CHANCE 
FAtiletiel Chistancine atari thia-tro: 1-29, Nebraska Avenue Exit, Counel Bills, IA» 712-326-0885 + www.ameristars.com 


shy uci of Amerie Cain fs 
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Commercial 


6090 North 56th St. 
Lincoln, NE 
434-5310 


° Commercial 
e Automotive 
°¢ Residential 


GUSKER 


ASSiunc. 


8415 Blondo 
Omaha, NE 
397-3100 


Sat. 8-Noon (Omaha) 
www.huskerglass.com 


from Wichita, Kan.; Kerwin Bell from 
Huntington Beach, Calif.; Dwight 
Collins from Beaver Falls, Pa.; and 
Freddie Miles from Miami, Fla. 

Smith and Rozier signed letters of 
intent with the Cornhuskers. But 
Rozier went to Coffeyville, Kan., 
Community College, where he played 
one season in a wishbone offense. 

Though he could have gone just 
about anywhere after that, he stuck 
with Nebraska, 

Playboy magazine rated him 
among the top newcomers in major 
college football in the fall of 1981. But 
his arrival was hardly befitting a 
future Heisman Trophy winner 
Because of an air traffic controllers’ 
strike, Rozier rode 34 hours on a 
Greyhound Bus, arriving in Lincoln at 
2a.m. 

Less than two weeks later, in the 
Cornhuskers’ first full scrimmage of 
preseason practice, he rushed for 78 
yards and two touchdowns, running, 
mostly behind lower-unit offensive 
lines. 

After the scrimmage, Rozier was 
cornered by reporters, much to the 
chagrin of Mike Corgan, Nebraska's 
old-school running backs coach 


Nov. 23 Me 


“What's going on here,” Corgan said 
as he passed the huddle of reporters 
and television cameras. “I don’t think 
he did THAT well.” 

Corgan would have been even 
more irritated if he had heard Rozier’s 
response to a question about whether 
he might be tried at fullback. “I’m just 
an Lback, nota fullback,” he replied. 

“Fullbacks block too much. I like to 
run with the football.” 

No Cornhusker has ever run with 
the football better than Rozier, who 
would have to be included on an all- 
century team, not just the all-decade 
team for the 1980s. 

The same could be said of center 
Daye Rimington, a two-time consen- 
sus All-American, a Lombardi Award 
winner and the only two-time Outland 
Trophy winner in NCAA history. 

Guard Dean Steinkuhler also might 
belong on an all-century team. The 
1983 Outland Trophy and Lombardi 
Award winner helped clear the way 
for Rozier’s record-setting, efforts, 

Rozier didn’t need a lot of help. He 
was so good, you might say, that he 
could afford to give an opponent a 
couple of points without jeopardizing 
his own team’s chances of winning. Il 


The 4th Quarter—The Tom Osborne Ei 


call uniseapes at (785) 843-6852 
\Wwww.tiniseapes.com 
‘To order; 1601 Inverness Dr. 
Lawrence, KS 66047 


THE FANS KNOW IT, THE PLAYERS 
LIVE I. Every time a player steps onto 
the field he has to perform. You put on 
that red uniform and you know it’s 
something special. 

The sustained excellence that 
Nebraska achieves is rare. “I wish I 
could say something quotable or inter- 
esting about it, but I can’t,” says 
Osborne. “We have a really good work 
ethic, very goal oriented playe 

Although winning at Nebraska is 
serious business; it is tradition and 
sense of commitment that the artist con- 
veys in this painting. 

This uniscapes limited edition print 
has been personally approved and hand 
signed by the artist and Coach Tom 
Osborne. 


In vs. Eastern Illinois 


7:05 p.m. 


Nebrasketball 


1-800-8 BIG RED for tickets 
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NOV. 6 SOLUTION 


ACROSS 
3 Leading tackler vs. K-State in 1998 
4 Coach before Devaney 
6 NU's last bowl opponent 
9 Leading rusher vs. K-State in 1998 
10 NU's No. 46 
11 Kansas State nickname 
14 NU true freshman offensive lineman 
15 Chad Kelsay's younger brother 
20 1993 Butkus Award winner 
23 Previous K-State coach 
25 1998 national champion 
26 NU quarterback coach 


DOWN 
1 Kansas State location 

2 Wore retired jersey No. 60 

5 1971 Outland Trophy winner 

7 Pittsburgh Steelers kicker 

8 Frank Solich's college position 
10 NU radio play-by-play announcer 
12 Kansas State coach 

13 NU's No. 87 


CROSSWORD 


16 NU athletic director before Byrne 
17 Leading receiver vs. K-State in 1998 
18 NU's No. 91 

19 1992 Outland Trophy winner 


21 1998 K-State quarterback 

22 NU's No. 63 

24 NU all-time leading rusher 
Answers in Nov. 26 issue 


This Week in Husker History 


November 7 

1998 — Dan Alexander gets his first 
career start and responds by rushing for 
110 yards and three touchdowns on 22 car- 
ries in the Cornhuskers’ 42-7 victory at 
lowa State. Joe Walker intercepts a pass 
and returns it 65 yards for a touchdown to 
become the sixth player in NCAA history 
to score touchdowns on an interception 
return, a kickoff return and a punt return in 
the same season. 


November 8 

1997 — Matt Davison’s dramatic catch 
for a touchdown and Kris Brown's extra- 
point kick with no timing remaining in reg- 
ulation produce a tie at 38 and force an 
overtime with Missouri in Columbia. Scott 
Frost's 12-yard touchdown run on the third 
play of Nebraska's overtime possession 
provides the winning points as the 
Cornhuskers escape Faurot Field with a 45- 
38 victory. 


November 9 
1968 — Nebraska never gets closer 
than the Kansas State 31-yard line as the 


Lynn Dickey-led Wildcats _ spoil 
Homecoming at Memorial Stadium with a 
shocking 12-0 upset. Nebraska manages 
only 146 yards, including 78 rushing. 
Kansas State gets all the points it needs on 
a 9-yard touchdown pass from Dickey to 
Mack Herron with 12:38 remaining in the 
first quarter. 


November 10 

1923 — Dave “Moose” Noble scores 
touchdowns on a 24-yard run and an 18- 
yard pass play from Rufe Dewitz as the 
Cornhuskers defeat Notre Dame for a sec- 
ond consecutive season, 14-7 at recently 
dedicated Memorial Stadium. The 
Huskers’ John “Choppy” Rhodes returns a 
fumble 73 yards for what would have been 
a touchdown if he hadn’t fumbled away 
the ball. 


November 11 
1978 — Jim Pillen recovers a Billy 
Sims fumble at the Nebraska 3-yard line 
with 3:27 remaining to preserve the 
Cornhuskers’ 17-14 victory against 
Oklahoma at Memorial Stadium. The vic- 


tory is Coach Tom Osborne's first against 
Coach Barry Switzer’s Sooners. Oklahoma, 
undefeated and ranked No. 1 going into 
the game, fumbles nine times, losing six. 


November 12 

1983 — Mike Rozier sets a school 
record by rushing for 285 yards in a 67-13 
victory against Kansas at Memorial 
Stadium. He also scores four touchdowns 
to increase his season’s total to 28 and 
break the NCAA record of 26, held by Penn 
State's Lydell Mitchell. Rozier has 230 
rushing yards by halftime and scores his 
fourth touchdown 5 minutes and 33 sec- 
onds into the second quarter. 


November 13 

1965 — Defensive back Bill Johnson, a 
walkon from Stanton, Neb., tackles 
Oklahoma State’s Walt Garrison at the 
Cornhusker 5-yard line on the final play to 
preserve a 21-17 victory. Quarterback Fred 
Duda directs what proves to be the win- 
ning drive in the final five minutes. 
Fullback Pete Tatman caps the 76-yard 
drive with a 2-yard touchdown run. i 


The right time 
for Husker fans! 22 


To order by 
credit card, call: 
1-800-524-9527 


Or send check or money order to: 

Huskers Illustrated Watch 

PO Box 83222 lene ' 
Lincoln, NE 68501 3 1/2” Desk Clock 
Add $ 6.95 for ground S&H and with alarm $ 34.95 


5% saies tax for NE residents 
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Keeping 
It Secret 


Pettit isn’t saying if 
this is his final 
season as head 

coach of the 
Huskers 


By Todd Henrichs 


riends and colleagues know 
Terry Pettit as a man of his 
word, or in the case of his 
coaching future at Nebraska, 
one of few words. 

As rumors persist that this season 
will be Pettit’s last on the NU bench, 
the veteran volleyball coach has pub- 
licly said very little on the matter. 
There have been no denials, nor con- 
firmations, to indicate what he may 
have decided or might be thinking. 

Likewise, there's been no rally cry 
from his team intent on winning one 
more conference championship or 
making one more run at a national 
title for their legendary coach. 

Perhaps that’s because Pettit, at 
least in recent years, says he’s never 
promised a recruit that he would 
coach her entire career at Nebraska. 
He’s always left the door open to other 
challenges such as writing a book or 
teaching golf. 

“When I go into a home, I have 
always said ‘I can guarantee you I’m 
not going to be coaching somebody 
else’s volleyball team, but I can’t tell 
you that I won’t be working at a bank, 
or teaching, or doing something else,’ 
“ Pettit said. “ ‘The primary reason to 
come to the University of Nebraska is 
that you have a commitment to the 
university first and the volleyball pro- 
gram second.’ While I realize that a 
head coach is a major part of that, I 
would hope that one of the things that 
we've built here is a program that is 
not dependent on a particular person.” 

Oklahoma Coach Miles Pabst 
would argue that point. 
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Terry Pettit is in his 23rd season as head coach of the Huskers. 


Next to Pettit, Pabst is the coaching 
dean of the Big 12 Conference. The 
two men are close friends and occa- 
sional golfing partners who took over 
their respective programs in the late 
1970s. On the court, their teams have 
met 58 times. 

But earlier this season, Pabst pro- 
fessed sadness over coaching for the 
last time against Pettit in the NU 
Coliseum. It was the strongest evi- 
dence yet that Pettit plans to retire 
after the season. 

“J should be real happy that he’s 
probably not going to be around any 
more, but if he’s not, than I’m going to 
miss him,” said Pabst, who himself 
hopes to coach another season or two 
even as his wife battles cancer. 

“We talked before the match, and I 
know what he’s gonna do,” Pabst 
added. “You've got to give him an 
absolute ton of credit for his organiza- 


tion within the state and within the 
area to get this thing going way back 
when.” 

Pabst said Nebraskans probably 
don’t give Pettit the credit he deserves 
for the quality of high school volley- 
ball in the state. Nearly every high 
school in Nebraska has a volleyball 
team, unlike Oklahoma where only 
about 100 of 480 schools play the 
sport. 

And Nebraskans don’t just play; 
they play well. Over 40 natives of the 
Cornhusker State are at NCAA 
Division I programs from coast-to- 
coast. Nine are at Nebraska where in- 
state talent has helped to produce 
three trips to the national semifinals in 
the last four seasons. 

“If we were at the same high- 
school level in Oklahoma as they are 
in Nebraska, this would have been a 
hell of a match over the years,” Pabst 


said, who owns just six wins all-time 
against NU. “They’re just so far ahead 
of us.” 

Pettit has coached 20 conference 
champions and a national champion at 
Nebraska, but he’s quick to point out 
the administrative support and work 
of high school and club coaches in 
helping to build the NU program. 

He's much less talkative about his 
future coaching plans. Pettit said only 
that he and Pabst had “personal con- 
versations,” shedding little light on a 
matter that has been on the minds of 
many since February. 

That’s when Pettit lured Wisconsin 
head coach John Cook to Lincoln, and 
outsiders have been trying to figure 
out what Pettit has planned ever since. 
At that time, a Madison, Wis., newspa- 
per cited a source who said Pettit 
would step down after this season. 

While there has been no confirma- 
tion, the signs continue pointing to the 
first volleyball coaching change in 
Lincoln since 1977. Pettit’s daughter, 
Katherine, will be a senior next year at 
Colorado State, and undoubtedly he 
would like to see more of her matches. 

About the only thing that would 
hint at Pettit’s return is Nebraska's 
prospectus for next season, Even Pabst 
said Nebraska “is a year away with 
this personnel.” 

Cook, who received a boost in 
salary to become associate head coach 
at Nebraska, figures to inherit the 
team. It could be viewed as Pettit’s gift 
to a great friend, the very man who 
even while coaching Wisconsin spent 
over 20 hours watching film with 
NU’s coach before the national cham- 
pionship match in 1995. 

Nebraska beat Texas for the title 
that year. Last season, the Huskers 
eliminated Wisconsin en route to the 
final four in Madison. 

Cook shocked the volleyball world 
by giving up one of the sport's top 
coaching jobs three months later. At 
NU, he replaced 10-year assistant 
Cathy Noth. 

“When this opportunity opened up, 
I said ‘Hey, let’s talk about something 
that would be good for both of us,’ “ 
Pettit recalled. “If I didn’t think this 
was a good situation for my friend, I 
would not have asked him to come.” 

‘As for what might become of the 
man who has coached volleyball for 25 
straight years, Pettit doesn’t sound 
worried. 

“| think in this profession you 
develop skills that would enable you 
to do other things,” he said. “I really 
believe what I do in practice is teach. I 
think those skills are transferable.” 

It’s simply a matter of time. I 


Get wrapped upin 
collegiate spirit! 


100% cotton hooded towel 


The University of Nebraska's logo 
embroidered on front of hood 


Perfect for newborn—8yrs.old 
Super swim and bath towel 
Generous size, long lasting 
Great school spirit gift 

100% money-back guarantee- 
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HARDCOVER 
328 PAGES, PHOTOS 
BY MICHAEL AND 
JOSEPH IRWIN 


CATHEDRALS OF COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


Cathedrals of College Football is « chest-thumping adventure into the heart of 
the gridiron where football is more than a game, It's a tradition-bound legacy 
built through the years in places like Lincoln, Tuscaloosa, Tallahassee, Baton 
Rouge, Columbus, Austin, Knoxville and South Bend. 

Cathedrals of College Football captures it all: the spirit, the color, the 
characters, the humor, and the fun. 


“Whether you like each school or hate every last one of 
them, you'll love this book.” 
Order Now! 


On the web at www.football-tradition.com 
Toll-free at 800-713-3060 
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Huskers 
Reload 
Off. Line 


Denver product fifth 
lineman to commit 
to Nebraska 


By James Hale 


ebraska went into the 2000 
reload in the offensive line. 
Already, before the end of December, 
the Cornhuskers have enough oral 
commitments to put an entire offensive 
line on the field. 
Jake Anderson (6-foot-2, 305 
pounds with 5.0 speed in the 40-yard 


Nebraska Commitments for 2000 


Ross Pilkington 
Josh Plisch Rothschild, Wis. 
Nick Povendo Keller, Texas 
Jason Richenberger Liberty, Mo. 
Chris Septak 


Loveland, Colo. 


Millard (West), Neb. 


Player Hometown (school) Ht. Wt. Pos. 
Jake Andersen Denver (Mullen) 6-2 305 OL 
Thunder Collins Los Angeles (East L.A. College) 6-2 210 IB 

Ira Cooper Omaha (Westside), Neb. 6-11/2 220 LB 
Sandro DeAngelis Buffalo, N.Y. (St. Joseph Coll.) 5-9 195 FB/K 
Mike Erickson Papillion (Papillion-LaVista), Neb. 6-4 260 OL 
Martin Flaum Denver (Northglenn), Colo. 6-5 280 OL 
Steve Kriewald North Loup-Scotia 5-11 250 FB 
DeWayne Long Jr. West Des Moines (Dowling) lowa 6-1 205 RB 
Lornell McPherson Omaha (Central), Neb. 5-11 175 DB/WB 


6-1 175 WR 
6-4 290 OL 
6-5 285 OG 
6-3 210 LB 
6-4 235 TE 


dash) of Denver (Mullen) did the 
expected and committed recently to 
Nebraska. Anderson joins Mike 
Erickson of Papillion-LaVista, Martin 
Flaum of Denver (Northglen), Josh 
Plisch of Rothschild, Wis., and Nick 
Povendo of Keller, Texas. 

If you wanted to get really crazy, 
you could envision the Cornhuskers 
lining up with Flaum and Plisch at 
tackle, Erickson and Povendo at 


guard and Anderson at center. 
Anderson said that Nebraska wants 
him to play guard or center. 
Anderson’s respect for the 
Nebraska football program has been 
no secret. During the summer, he 
admitted that he just might wind up in 
Lincoln for his college career. His deci- 
sion came down to two schools, 
Nebraska and Colorado, and it wasn’t 
easy to make a choice. A look at the 


HUSKER 
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This Huskers Illustrated Recruiting Line 


is updated constantly 
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24 hours a day 
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Must be 18 years old 


Huskers’ homecoming game won him 
over. 

“T was having a very tough decision 
until I took my official visit to 
Nebraska,” Anderson said. “I had nar- 
rowed my choices down to CU and 
Nebraska. I have grown up my whole 
life in Colorado, and that made the 
decision very tough. However, once I 
saw Nebraska, the fans, the facilities, 
the weight room and just the college 
football atmosphere, I couldn’t turn it 
down. I just knew that it was the col- 
lege football program that I have been 
dreaming about all my life.” 

It’s ironic that Anderson actually 
received a scholarship offer from 
Nebraska while he was at a football 
camp at Texas A&M. Southern Cal also 
offered Anderson, who has played 
right guard, fullback and defensive 
line for Mullen. Mullen is one of the 
top programs in Colorado and stood 7- 
1 at press time. Anderson is a four- 
year letterman in the shot and discus 
and can bench press 360 pounds. 

“T am an excellent run blocker, and 
that is one of the major reasons I 
picked Nebraska,” Anderson said. 
“Nebraska is still a running football 
team today, even though they are 
throwing the football more. have 
become a good pass blocker as well, 
but I enjoy run blocking more. 
Nebraska will always be an I-forma- 
tion, option team first, which will satis- 
fy my first love, but they now throw 
the ball enough that I can develop my 
pass blocking skills as well. My body 
style really fits the type of offensive 
lineman Nebraska recruits.” 

Anderson was Nebraska’s 14th 
commitment and third commitment 
from Colorado. 

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Nebraska is working hard to get a shot 
at the No. 1 player in the country. DJ 
Williams (6-1, 225, 4.5) of Concord 
(DeLaSalle), Calif., is regarded by most 
as the very best player in the country, 
regardless of position. It doesn’t matter 
that he is an outside linebacker, 
Williams is ranked as the top player in 
the land and for good reasons. 

Williams is a 1,000-yard rusher at 
tailback for the second consecutive sea- 
son, averaging more than 10 yards per 
carry. He can bench 310 pounds, 
power clean 320 and has a 34-inch ver- 
tical jump. A year ago, Williams fin- 
ished with more than 110 tackles, and 
this year, he will exceed that total. 

Some says Williams is the best 
prospect ever to come out of presti- 
gious DeLaSalle, a football program 
that annually is in contention for the 
mythical prep football national cham- 
pionship. 


National Recruiting Update 


Top Running Back 
Considers Huskers 


Nebraska continues to remain in the hunt for the nation’s top running 
back prospect. 

Marcus Houston of Denver (Jefferson) said he is still considering 11 
schools, and the Cornhuskers are among that group. As expected, Texas 
earned the first visit and appears to be Houston’s top choice at the 
moment. However, that could change on a daily basis, with the likes of 
USC, UCLA, Notre Dame, Florida State, Colorado, Ohio State, Nebraska, 
Miami, Washington and Arizona. 

“T am starting to get my visitation list set up, and I am going to take 
unofficial visits to a number of those schools that I don’t visit officially,” 
Houston said. “I won’t take a visit to UCLA because I have been there so 
many times to see my brother Levelle, and I won't take a visit to Colorado 
because I have been there so many times. That doesn’t mean that I am not 
going to consider those schools, but I have to use my time wisely at this 
point. I already know what those colleges are about, and the others I don’t. 
I want to learn as much information as I possibly can. This decision is too 
important to not know everything I can about a school and a football pro- 
gram.” 

Charlie Cosgrove (6-foot-3, 240 pounds, 4.6 in the 40-yard dash) of 
Minneapolis (Washburn) is another linebacker to add to the Nebraska list. 
He is also a fullback and recently separated his shoulder scoring a touch- 
down. Cosgrove wants to visit lowa, Nebraska, Michigan, BYU and 
Stanford. 

All-America wide receiver B.J. Johnson of South Grand Prairie, Texas, is 
beginning to set his visits. Johnson has set three with Miami, Michigan and 
Notre Dame, with the Irish a late entrant. Still, most observers believe 
Texas will eventually sign Johnson. The Longhorns have always been his 
favorite team. 

Kansas has earned its second commitment toward the 2000 recruiting 
class. Offensive lineman Richard Pope (6-6, 275, 5.0) of Wabash, Kan, went 
to the KU summer camp and was leaning that way form that point on. 
Pope took his official visit to KU early and decided to make his decision. 
Pope chooses Kansas over Georgia Tech, UCLA, Miami and Kentucky. 

Players always seem to emerge during the season that nobody was talk- 
ing about early. One of those is offensive lineman Brian Koch (6-3, 285, 5.2) 
of St. Charles (Howell), Mo. Koch said Nebraska just called him for the 
first time this past week and that a number of schools are now requesting 
film. He said Missouri, lowa, Oklahoma, Kansas State, Illinois and 
Nebraska all called. Koch said Oklahoma and Illinois are recruiting him 
the hardest. 

Offensive lineman Keith Holt of Westlake Village, Calif., is a first-team 
all-state performer who hasn’t given up a sack the last two years. He may 
become the sixth offensive line recruit in the Husker recruiting class. Holt 
lists Oregon, Arizona, Nebraska, New Mexico and Washington in his top 
five. 

Remember quarterback Greg Cicero? He was a hotshot signal caller 
coming out of California, when he signed with Texas two years ago. Cicero 
soon fell out of favor with the Longhorns and has landed at Palomar Junior 
College, where he is having a banner season throwing for 1,500 yards and 
20 touchdowns in six games. Cicero, who can transfer back to a Division I 
school this year, is talking with Notre Dame, Baylor and West Virginia. 

Here is an update on DJ. Williams, who is featured in our main recruit- 
ing article. Through seven games, Williams has 75 solo tackles and six 
sacks. He has also rushed for 1,080 yards and 22 touchdowns. Williams 
said Florida State is definitely getting a visit and that Michigan, Nebraska, 
Ohio State, Tennessee, Penn State and California are still very much in the 


Williams’s mother, Sherri 
Gonzales, is a 33-year old model and 
has appeared in commercials and a 


a i L i O bi I few rap music videos. The fact that his 
mom is so young is a lot of fun and a 
| U Ss K. = | = 4 F A N Ss big advantage, according to Williams. 


“I really respect my mom for every- 
FIESTA BOWL, JANUARY 2 thing that she has accomplished and 
Place a $100 deposit and receive a full everything that she has done for me,’ 


; Williams said. “Many times, when we 
Refund if Nebraska does not play in the Fiesta Bowl. go out to dinner, most people think 


we are on a date. It’s great to have a 
mom that most feel looks like she is 
my age. She has been very supportive 


TRIP WILL INCLUDE: 
*3 nights hotel accommodations — Extra Nights Available 


* GAME TICKET — Endzone (Upgrades Available) with me in everything that I do.” 
* Pregame Party — Transfers to and from the stadium Williams said that it is getting close 
$595 p.p. Double Occupancy to the time that he needs to start nar- 
rowing his recruiting process down. 
BIG 12 Championship He still tries to talk to almost every- 
December 4, San Antonio body who calls but admits he doesn’t 


wait around the house just to talk to 
TRIP WILL INCLUDE: coaches. He still receives more than 50 


*GAMETICKET +2 nights Hotel « Pregame Party pieces of mail a week from college 


football programs across the country. 
$375 p.p. Double Occupancy Williams has not set visits, but he 


has been con ent about talking 
Place a $100 deposit and receive a full refund if Nebraska does not Agee soe en Texas will be te 
Play in the BIG 12 Championship the hunt because his father has family 


All prices are subject to change until a deposit is made. from the Austin area. The California 


Golden Bears were the first to offer 
DIAMOND TRAVEL (602) 870-9197 Williams last summer, and two of his 


12 years in business References Available best friends on the DeLeSalle team 

signed with them last season. D.J.’s 

real father lives in Sacramento, and if 

he lived in Berkeley, he would be 
EL Se close to his mom as well. 

: Williams says he grew up follow- 

ing Arizona State and Florida State. 

IT TOOK 35 YEARS Be eee cee eres 


Ohio State and Penn State, and that is 


what has impressed him about 
: Nebraska. He loves the fact the 


Cornhuskers always seem to win. 


Thintyfive years ago, Dr. Stanley C. Pearle had _ucts knowledge available. At Peorle we've “Nebraska has one of the best pro- 
@ vision. So he started an optical company with made sure you'll find professionals to assist you grams in the country, and if you go 
‘one goal...to help people see better. What grew whose utmost concern is your satisfaction, guar ; there, you will be surrounded with so 
from that simple dedication is conteed. All the way from the fr many good players that you are 
«@ chain of the finest eyecare ‘exams you receive to the almost guaranteed to have a shot at a 
stores available throughout lenses you need to the frames national title,” Williams said. “They 
seal 7 sc GWE Gk have a great tradition on defense and 
In that time , we've made put systems in place to have tie tiperobsdiieme, thal allons 

their linebackers to run free. Nebraska 
enormous investments to ensure that our customers ‘ 

is a great football program, certainly 
keep up with the rapid receive superior eyecare one that am looking at.” 
change in eyewear technolo- every day, and every ime 1 Whether or not Nebraska actually 
gy. From the latest in frames, Come into Pearle and see for gets a visit form Williams remains to 
lenses and coatings to the newest techniques for _yourself if this isn’t the best eyecare you've ever ; be seen. However, over the next three 
measuring eyes, our professionals update you on _—received. It took 35 years, but we think you'll weeks or so, that will be the mission of 


the most currant eyecare information and prod: ogre it was worth M a number of assistant coaches from 
across the country. 

~ Nebraska appears to be in the hunt 

1 W for several other outside linebacker 

types from California. Mingo Brown 

Nobody Carts Lon yrs More thar Parke (62, 250, 4.7) of Los Angeles (Manual 

1437 North Webb Road 11320 Street 125 South 66th Arts) is a hybrid player who could 
rand Island, NE 68803 Lincoln, NE 68508 Lincoln, NE 68510 vi iv 

308+382+9205 402°476°7583 '202+489+9776 wane Upee defensive end or even 

so en at lie ii A nt sbi ghd defensive tackle. Through five games 

this season Brown had 35 tackles, two 


sacks and had caused one fumble. 

Brown said he is leaning slightly to 
Oregon, with Nebraska and Wisconsin 
also very much in the picture. 
Colorado State, Fresno State and Texas 
A&M are also in the hunt. 

Sioni Finua (6-3, 230, 4.59) of 
Concord (Ygnacio Valley), Calif., has 
great speed and certainly fits the pro- 
file of an outside linebacker. Finua has 
Nebraska at the top of his list, along 
with Colorado, Michigan, Michigan 
State, Kansas State and Colorado State. 

Junior Coffin (6-3, 240, 4.75) of 
Bremerton (Olympic), Wash., doesn’t 
keep statistics but estimated he had 
more than 100 tackles through seven 
games. Coffin is just now trying to set 
visits and is looking at Washington, 
Washington State, BYU, Nebraska, 
UCLA and Stanford. 

Isaiah Alameda (6-2, 215, 4.8) of 
Walanai (Kamehameha), Hawaii, is a 
physical specimen who racked up 129 
tackles a year ago. Alameda said he 
likes Nebraska over Colorado, Hawaii, 
UNLV and Washington. 

Hal Howard (6-3, 228, 4.6) of 
Conyers (Salem), Georgia is one of the 
better linebackers in the South. An 
injury kept Howard off the field until 
recently, but he is still drawing a lot of 
interest from Tennessee, Tulane and 
Nebraska. i 
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Installment loans 
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Easy banking access 


At U.S. Bank we have dozens of products and services to meet the needs of 
individuals and businesses. With over 1,000 branches, nearly 3,000 UBank” 
ATMs and UBank’ 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
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financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 
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‘Our House’ 
A Different Story? 


Senior co-captain Ralph Brown 
is ready to back up his words 


AFTER NEBRASKA’S 40-30 LOSS 
against Kansas State last season in 
Manhattan, Kan., Ralph Brown told 
reporters that the Wildcats would not 
win when they came to Lincoln. 

And the Cornhuskers’ senior corner- 
back and co-captain was just as adamant 
after Nebraska’s 37-0 victory against 
Texas A&M. “We're not losing,” he said. 
“Maybe I shouldn’t have said it, but I’m 
going to stick to that. If we lose, you can 
come to me and ask: ‘What happened?’ ” 

Brown was matter of fact, not shrill, 
in his assertion. 

“Now they have to come to our 
house,” he said. 

The Wildcats haven’t won in 
Lincoln since 1968, long before he was 
born. 

The situation going into the game 
will be somewhat similar to last sea- 
son. Kansas State is undefeated, with 
aspirations of playing for the national 
championship in the Sugar Bowl game 
on Jan. 4. 

“They're rolling again,” Coach 
Frank Solich said. “I think most people 
thought they would drop off some, but 
apparently they felt they wouldn’t. 
And they haven’t.” 

The Wildcats aren’t as much in con- 
trol now as they were last season. But if 
things were to fall just right, they could 
move up to one of the top two spots in 
the Bowl Championship Series rank- 
ings, providing, of course, they can 
beat Nebraska. And Brown is adamant 
that won’t happen. 

“It’s going to be a totally different 
story,” he said. 

After the Cornhuskers’ 24-20 loss at 
Texas, Brown might not have been quite so certain. And 
the doubts might have intensified when Nebraska 
trailed Kansas at halftime 9-0. 

“T think the football team was really down, probably 
more so than maybe what a lot of people realized,” 
Solich said. “But they fought back in the second half. 

“I saw them come back to being their old self in the 
second half, everybody wanting to make plays, every- 
body busting to get it done. And when that was occur- 
ring, I felt getting good about this football team, that 
they had gotten over what they needed to get over, (in 
order) to move on.” 

Going into the Texas A&M game, “I felt very good 
about our overall attitude,” he said. 

The team’s mindset was tested again in the first half 
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Senior cornerback Ralph Brown is 
adamant that the Huskers won't 
lose to Kansas State again. 


of the Texas A&M game. The Cornhuskers weren't 
behind at the intermission. But they had managed to 
score only six points. 

“Offensively, we did, certainly, some good things,” 
said Solich. 

But two lost fumbles and a missed field goal kept the 
game close. 

“We have been our own worst enemy throughout the 
course of the season,” Solich said. “And I think we were 
a little bit of that again today in the first half with the 
turnovers.” 

The missed field goal occurred after a 15-play, 76- 
yard drive stalled at the A&M 4-yard 
line, and the second of the fumbles 
came on second-and-goal at the Aggies’ 
9-yard line. 

Nebraska could have had 14 points. 
Instead, it had none. 

Often, such missed opportunities 
“will come back to haunt you,” said 
Solich. 

“So there was a little uneasiness. 
But as we kept pressing forward with 
it, things started to work themselves 
out a little bit, and our football team 
started to get control of the game.” 

The Cornhuskers kept their compo- 
sure, something they will have to do if 
they are to succeed against Kansas 
State, which had to hold on to defeat 
Colorado in Manhattan, 20-14. 

Although it appears Nebraska is 
out of the national championship race, 
it can still get to the Big 12 playoff in 
San Antonio, Texas, where it likely 
would play a rematch against Texas. 

Several players have indicated they 
would like another shot at the 
Longhorns. So it’s not as if Kansas 
State will be the only team with some- 
thing significant at stake on Saturday. 
Both teams have taken the cliched, one-game-at-a-time 
approach, at least publicly. 

“I think the majority of the guys do (that),” Brown 
said. “We don’t want to get caught up in the hype. But 
you're always going to have some people looking 
ahead.” 

He wasn’t among them. But Kansas State is next. 

And now, Brown is ready to try to back up his 
words. i 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or P.O. Box 6782, Lincoin, NE 68506. 
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